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EDITORIAL 


On the Sth of March, we celebrate the birthday of Biju Patnaik, one of the architects of modern 
Orissa. The day is observed as Panchayati Raj Divas all over the State. Biju babu was a man of 
exemplary courage and strong will power; he was a symbol of Orissa's pride and glory. He had 
firm faith in the ability of common men and women, particularly the youth, to remove the poverty 
of Orissa by utilising the State's enormous natural resources. He dreamt of a progressive and 
prosperous Orissa, in which the glorious days of Emperor Kharavela would be Tevived. A grateful 


State pays glowing tributes to this hero of our times on the occasion of his birth anniversary. 


The current issue of Orissa Review carries three speeches delivered by Biju Patnaik if 
different occasions. The first Binode Kanungo Memorial Lecture gives us an idea of the Orissa 
of Biju Patnaik's dreams. The one delivered in the Orissa Legislative Assembly jn 1961 deseribes 
Panchayati Raj as people's executive apparatus. In the speech presented at a State-leye] symposium 
held in 1993, he defined the role he visualised for women in the twenty-first Century, The text of 
the Address of His Excellency:the Governor of Orissa to the Assembly and an a. ce of the: 
achievenients of the present Government during its first two years in Office have Tee 


published. I hope that readers will find these articles, features and speecheg interesting sud 


useful. 
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Address of 
His Excellency Shri M.M. Rajendran, 
Governor of Orissa 
to the Orissa Legislative Assembly 
on February 28, 2002 


Mr. Speaker and Hon'ble Members : 


I have great pleasure in extending a hearty welcome to you all to the Seventh Session of the Twelfth 
Assembly. I convey through you my greetings and best wishes to the people of Orissa. 


2. The Housc has already expressed its deep condolence on the sad demise of Gopal Ramanujam, 
former Governor of Orissa, Banka Behary Das, Ex-Minister, Kuanria Majhi, Ex-Minister of State, Biren 
Pallai, Saraswati Devi, Ratnaprava Devi, Akulananda Behera, Rajendra Chandra Mardaraj Harichandan, 
Narasingha Charan Mishra, Dasarathi Jena, Duryodhan Sohela, Pratap Keshari Deo, Bhagaban Pratihari, 
Ratnakar Mohanty and Bhagaban Khemundu former Members of the House. I would also like to request 
you to join with me in paying homage to Prafulla Kumar Das, Ex-Minister, Madhaba Ch. Routray and 
Prahallad Rai Lath, Ex-Members, who are no more with us. While conveying our heartfelt condolence to 
the bereaved families, this House will always remember their selfless service. * 


It is also in the fitness of things that we remember the supreme sacrifice made by the brave 
JAWANS OF THE INDIAN ARMY, particularly those belonging to our State namely, P. M. Pradhan, 
L. Behera, Basanta Pradhan, Sudam CharanTudu, Muralidhar Jena, Manoranjan Sahoo, Nairanjan Karsel, 
Simadhri, P. K. Sathua, Susanta Kumar Sahoo, Dillip Kumar Baliarsingh, Kailash Ch. Das and P. K. 
Parida. We salute them. 


3. My Government is in the process of formulating the Tenth Five Year Plan (2002--2007) for the 
State of Orissa in accordance with the norms fixed by the National Development Council. The State 
Government is in the process of finalising the Annual Plan for 2002-2003 in consultation with the Planning 
Commission and the Plan outlay will be of the order of Rs.3,058.27 crores for the year 2002-2003. 
Adequate thrust will be put by the State on the implementation of the PMGY, the Revised Long- Term 
Action Plah for the KBK Districts and the programmes directed for the benefit of the rural poor as well 
as the S. C. & S. T. people in the State. The State Government has released Rs. 40.00 lakhs per Assembly 
Constituency under the MLA-LAD Scheme during the year 2001-2002 for the implementation of Local 
Development Projects. The Scheme will be continued for the next financial year also. A revised Long- 
Term Action Plan (LTAP) is being implemented in the eight most socio-economically backward and 
tribal dominated districts of the State. Government of India has released Rs.1 00.00 crores as Additional 
Central Assistance (ACA) for implementation of the Scheme during the current year. A sum of 
Rs.200.00 crores as Central Loan Assistance under the Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme for 
undertaking different Irrigation Projects in the KBK Districts has been provided by Government of 


India. Provision of Rs. 50.00 crores for the WODC has been made. My Government secks oe 
assistance from external sources including international donors in order to supplement its own re eae 
16 Externally Aided Projects (EAPs) have been implemented during 2001 -2002 in several sectors 7 ate 
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development, Education, Irrigation, Energy, Housing one 
Development, Health & Family Welfare, Works, Cyclone Rehabilitation and Reconstruction. dl 
Rs. 1,182.34 Crores for EAPs was assumed in the Annual Plan outlay for 2001-2002, within the to | 
plan ceiling of Rs. 3,000.00 Crores. Out of the same the State has already received Rs. 360.79 Crores a 
Additional Central Assistance till December, 2001 from Government of India. 


My Government contemplates mobilisation of resources in shape of ACA to the extent of 
Rs.1,215.00 cr. during the financial year 2002-03 through EAPs in sectors like Forest & Environment, 
Housing & Urban Development, Irrigation, Works and Cyclone Rehabilitation and Reconstruction 
including several new Projects like "Biju Krushak Vikash Yojana", "Kanupur Irrigation Project", "Orissa 
State Road Project", "Orissa Forestry Sector Development Project", "Orissa Tribal Development Project 
(Phase-II)" and 


"Orissa Emergency Cyclone Reconstruction and Disaster Management Project (Short- 
term Phase)". 
4. In recognition of the crucial position that the a: 


gricultural sector occupies in the State's economy; 
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saving-cum-relief programme, Accident Insurance, Low Cost House and Rehabilitation Assistance are 
being implemented for the benefit of the marine fishermen of the State. Due emphasis has been given to 
increasing the production of milk, egg and meat in the State. OMFED procures 1.02 lakhs litres of milk 
and sold 1.04 lakhs litres of milk per day besides other milk products. 


The Orissa Women Dairy Project.is being implemented by OMFED in different districts like 
Keonjhar, Ganjam , Cuttack and Puri. 


6. The Co-operatives in the State continue to play a vital role, particularly in the rural areas in 
providing credit support to the poor farmers, traders and artisans. About 94 per cent of the total agricultural 
families of the State have been enrolled as members of Primary Agricultural Credit Societies. The 
Agricultural Credit Co-operatives have disbursed as much as Rs. 390 crores of crop loan during 2001- 
2002 till December, 2001, which may exceed Rs.450 crores by March, 2602 and programmed to finance 
more than Rs. 550 crores of crop loan during the next year. 1.14 lakhs metric tonnes of fertilizers have 
been distributed by the co-operatives by December , 2001. For ensuring easy access of farmers to the 
credit system, more than 10.27 lakhs Kisan Credit Cards have been issued by NABARD till December, 
2001.The Co-operative Banks of the State have also been implementing an innovative scheme called the 
"Kalinga Kisan Gold Card" under which the Kisan Credit Card holders are provided many extra facilities 
like lower rate of interest, provision of consumption loan, facilities to purchase inputs from the open 
market, insurance coverage and study tour, prize scheme etc., and more than 20,000 Kalinga Kisan Gold 
Card holders have been covered during the current year till December, 2001. The Co-operative Banks 
have disbursed term loan to the tune of Rs. 104.24 crores by the end of December, 2001 which includes 
Rs. 8.95 crores for tractors, power tillers and diesel pump sets under the 12 Point initiatives announced 
by the Chief Minister. My Government has implemented the National Agricultural Insurance Scheme 
(NAIS) otherwise known as "Rastriya Krisi Bima Yojana" and paid crop insurance claims of Rs.105.37 
crores to the affected farmers during the year, 2001-2002. In order to strengthen the economic status of 
the farmers of the State by providing a direct link between the producer and the consumer, the Goverment 
has encouraged setting up of Krushak Bazars. 36 Krushak Bazars have been established till December, 
2001 and there is tentative programme to establish 40 more Krushak Bazars during 2002-2003 in different 
towns and growth centres. 


‘hs Forests constitute an important natural resource of our State fulfilling various livelihood needs 
of large sections of our people, particularly the tribal population. My Government believes in the 
philosophy of protection, regeneration and management of forests through active participation of the 
. local village communities and deriving the maximum benefits from forest resources. Emphasis is being 
laid on constitution of Vana Samrakshyana Samities for involving the people in the protection and 
management of forests through Joint Forest Management. Monopolistic trade practices in collection and 
trading of most non-timber forest produce have been done away with, and the control over these have 
been passed over to the Gram Panchayats for ensuring proper prices to the primary gatherers. The collection 
price of Kendu Leaf was raised to 20 paise per kerry, i. ¢., for 20 leaves last year. This year my Government 
has introduced an incentive payment of further one paisa per kerry for the benefit of the pluckers. A | 
welfare scheme has.been introduced for providing financial assistance to the kendu leaf workers in case | 
of sickness and death. ; : 


The Super Cyclone of 1999 had destroyed the Casuarina forests on the coast. The Forest 
Department has already reforested over 5,400 hectares of the coast line and would be planting up another 
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2,500 hectares during this season. Over three and 
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and restocking of degraded forests in the KBK are 
help of funds under the Long Term Action Plan 
reforested during the current year. 
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Special Economic Zone (SEZ) will be set up at Paradeep and another at Gopalpur. This is a specially 
delineated duty free enclave and shall be deemed to be a Foreign Territory for the purpose of trade 
operations, duties and tariffs. A strategic management group has been constituted to review the progress 
and to eliminate the administrative hurdles in implementation of Foreign Investment Projects as well as 
Mega Projects. 1 am happy to note that the first phase of the Nilachal Ispat Nigam Limited for producing 
pig iron, has been completed. My Government is committed to strengthening technical education in the 
State in order to provide an excellent base for steady supply of quality skilled man-power. The Website 
of the State Government has been launched by the Orissa State Electronics Development Corporation to 
disseminate important information on Government activities to the citizens, Computer Awareness 
Programme in school has been introduced through private firms. It has been decided to extend such 
facilities to the colleges of the State also. Two facility centres of Orissa Computer Application Centre at 
Burla and Berhampur have been made operational keeping in view the demand for training and Information 
Technology Projects. 


A thrust has been given to encourage self employment programmes under the PMRY in which 
more than 10,000 jobs will be created. In 8496 cases funds have been disbursed with a project cost of 
Rs.5,108.87 lakhs, likely to generate 11,678 jobs. 591 persons have been financed under the Khadi and 
Village Industries Programme. Considerable emphasis is being given to the promotion of sericulture in 
order to bridge the gap between demand for silk yarn and its supply in the State. 


11, The Orissa Remote Sensing Application Centre has done considerable work pertaining to 
identification of suitable areas for ground water development. The Gram sat Pilot Project is being 
implemented in collaboration with Government of India. Through interactive networking, participants 
from remote Iccations can seek clarifications through audio links. Such a facility connecting the State 
headquarters with all 30 Districts and 50 Blocks and 30 Gramapanchayats of the KBK Districts has been 
established. It is proposed to extend the facility to all the 314 Blocks and 800 Gramapanchayats of the 
KBK Districts in phased manner. 90 interactive training programmes have been conducted by the user 
departments of the Government through the Direct Reception System (DRS). 


12, Right sizing the strength of employees in State P.S.Us is being attempted by implementing 
Voluntary Retirement Scheme / Voluntary Separation Schemes with the financial assistance of DFID. A 
sum of Rs.40 crores has been provided to meet the expenses under the Voluntary Retirement Scheme for 
the year 2001-2002. A Social Safety Net, Programme (SSNP) has been launched in the State with the 
financial assistance from DFID for the surplus workers of the State PS.Us. Under this Programme these 
employees are being counselled and retrained in different trades to enhance their skills, so as to enable 


them to avail of self employment opportunities. 


13, My Government attaches much importance to rural connectivity. Repair and restoration works 
of roads damaged by the devastating Floods in July, 2001 were attended to on war-footing at a cost of 
Rs.10.53 crores. Steps have already been taken for reconstruction of 254.71 kms. of roads damaged in 
the Super Cyclone affected areas in 48 packages at a total cost of Rs.36.40 crores under the immediate 
Phase of World Bank funding. There is also a proposal for reconstruction of 490.73 kms. of roads at a 
cost of Rs.71.06 crores in the cyclone hit districts under the Short Term Phase-I of World Bank Financing. 


My Government has taken effective steps to arrange funds from different sources for infrastructure 
development in the State. A sum of Rs.273.28 crores has been arranged from NABARD for construction 
~ 8 
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of 80 bridges and 17 roads. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has provided Rs.87.35 crores 
for construction of 18 bridges and 87 roads from the Central Road Fund. They have also further sanctioned 
a sum of Rs.16.47 crores for construction of the Jeypore-Motu-Malkangiri Road and Bisoi- Tiringi- 
Rairangpur Road in the two most backward pockets of the State. Widening of N.H.-5 from Jagatpur to 


Bhadrak via Chandikhol and Khurda to Berhampur are under progress. Proposals have been submitted to 
the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways to declare 7 important State Roads of 1,212 kms as 
National Highway. 


co 
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the remaining 14 districts under the centrally sponsored 'Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan' scheme. My Government 
has taken a conscious decision to provide training facilities to a large number of untrained teachers 
working in primary schools of the tribal dominated districts within a period of 5 years through cost 
effective correspondence-cum -contact courses. Suitable guidelines have been framed for empowering 
the Village Education Committees in the management of schools. This is a measure intended to decentralise 
educational administration and management, thereby strengthening and ensuring community participation. 


18. My Government is making every effort to improve the quality of higher education at the Higher 
Secondary, Graduation and Post-Graduation levels in various disciplines in the State. My Government 
has recommended to the U.G.C. to confer autonomous status to 3 (three) Government Colleges, namely, 
Government College, Bhawanipatna, Vikram Dev College, Jeypore and Government College, Phulbani. 
In order to encourage science education in backward areas, +2 Science classes have been started in 
Nuapara College from the current academic session. Self financing I. T. and B. T. Courses have been 
introduced at +2 level from the current academic session. In order to give an impetus to computer education 
at the college level, 9 (nine) reputed computer firms have been entrusted with imparting such education 
on payment of very reasonable fees. My Government has decided to open 13 numbers of plus two 
colleges in phases in the Collegeless Blocks in the border areas of the State. Rules have been amended to 
provide 33 per cent representation of women in the Governing Bodies of +2 and +3 Aided Colleges. 
Distinguished sports persons of the State having outstanding performance in sports and games will be 
awarded the Biju Pattnaik Sports Award from the.current year. 


19. "Health for All", is the prime concern of my Government. Emphasis is being given to the control 
and eradication of communicable diseases like Leprosy, T.B., AIDS, Malaria, Filaria etc. Priority has 
also been given to the Blindness Control and Polio Programmes and various family welfare programmes. 
Infant Mortality Reduction Mission has been working in the State since August, 2001 to reduce infant 
death. 


National Iodine Deficiency Disorders Control Programme is continuing in the State under the 
Central Plan. The Orissa Health System Development Project is being implemented in the State with the 
loan assistance from the World Bank with an estimated cost of Rs.415.58 crores for improving, the 
efficiency in the allocation and use of health resources through policy and institutional development and 
to improve the performance of health care systems through improvement in the quality, effectiveness 
and coverage of health services. = 


My Government has been providing medical education in different disciplines in the 3 Medical 
Colleges of the State and has introduced diploma course in Laboratory Technology and Radiation 
Technology. My Government attaches high priority in filling up the vacancies of doctors. 354 posts of 
doctors have been filled up during the current year. : 


20. My Government has provided financial assistance to 6,673 beneficiaries under EWS and 169 
LIG beneficiaries during the year 2001-2002. Rs.360 lakhs have been provided to landless labourers for 
construction of houses under the Integrated Housing Scheme. A massive rehabilitation programme in 
the cyclone affected area has been taken up to cover 1,37,500 homeless people. Further, the Government . 
has proposed to spend Rs.10,826. 74 lakhs to provide shelter to 9,000 beneficiaries during 2002-2003. 
Planning and Building Standards Regulation-2001 for both B.D.A. & C.D.A. have been finalised by the 
Government for effective management, enforcement, control and planned and systematic development 
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of buildings and sites in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack. 574 million litres of drinking water is being supplied 
through piped water supply system, to 40 lakhs people in 103 Urban Local Bodies of the State. 12,327 
nos. of hand pumptube wells are working in different scarcity pockets of the towns. 


“20, My Government is committed to activatin 
effective institutions of self-governance. The 
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SC & ST students in the State. 9 Rural Drinking Water Projects in the KBK districts have been completed. 
My Government has proposed to impart computer education in 160 high schools of the ST & SC 
Development Department during 2002-2003. In 2002-2003, the 2nd Orissa Tribal Development Project 
will be implemented in 30 backward tribal blocks in TSP area at a cost of Rs. 433.12 crores with joint 
financial assistance of DFID-IFAD-WFP. Adequate representation of SCs and STs in employment is 
being enforced. 


24. My Government continues to strive for the development of the weaker sections of the society. 
Women and child welfare will continue to receive attention through the I.C.D.S. centres which augment 
the nutrition and health care of expectant mothers and children in the State. At present 296 blocks and 12 
urban areas are covered under this programme. Action has already been taken for operationalisation of 
18 new uncovered blocks in Ganjam (10), Nayagarh (4), Dhenkanal (2) and Angul (2). As a social 
defence measure, my Government has sanctioned Old Age Pension to 1,50,000 beneficiaries of the old, 
infirm indigent category under the National Old Age Pension (N.O.A.P.) thus making a total of 4,93,000. 
Further, the State Government have added 50,000 such beneficiaries to the existing 5,40,000 under the 
State Old Age Pension Programme (S.O.A.P.). The pension distribution system has been streamlined 
with supply of photo identity cards to all beneficiaries. One lakh beneficiaries will be covered during the 
year under the 'Balika Samriddhi Yojana’ in which Rs.500/- is provided to the mother for two girl children 
from a BPL family born after 15.08.1997. My Government is convinced that it is essential to bring 
women into the main stream and to organise them to effectively participate in the economic and social 
system. 'Mission Shakti' has accordingly been launched on the International Women's Day, 2001 for 
women's empowerment through promotion and strengthening of Self Help Groups. 


The disabled need attention from the Government and society. Aids and appliances are provided 
to needy disabled persons throughout the State. 70,000 beneficiaries have been covered under the 'Orissa 
Disability Pension Scheme'. The District Rehabilitation Centre at Bhubaneswar will be upgraded to a 
State Institute for Disability Rehabilitation during the current year. 


25. My Government is keen to deliver justice to the working classes. Minimum wages in 83 schedule 
employments have been revised from Rs.40/- to Rs.50/-, Rs.48/- to Rs.60/-, Rs.56/- to Rs.70/- and Rs.64/ 
- to Rs.80/- for unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled-and highly skilled labourers respectively from ‘1st January, 
2002. A 150 bedded E.S.I. hospital under the E.S.I- Scheme has been sanctioned as a model hospital for 
Rourkela. My Government has extended all its support in maintaining industrial peace and harmony in 
the State. : : j } 


26. My Government has been making efforts to provide a responsive, pro-people administration and 
has made arrangements to hear and dispose of public grievances expeditiously. 'Jana Sampark Sibirs' 
have been organised benefitting 25,000 people. As many as 3,254 grievances have been disposed of in 
the Chief Minister's Grievance Cell. 2,583 pension grievances have also been settled. The institution of 
Lokpal has been strengthened with a view to bringing alleged acts of corruption committed by public 
authorities into scrutiny. 


27. During last three years the State has successively experienced natural calamities of unprecedented 
severity. After the Super Cyclone on October, 1999 and widespread drought of 2000 the State was hit by 
mega floods in July-August, 2001. Due to timely measures taken up by my Government, the devastation 
could be minimised. 582 M.T. of food materials -were air dropped and free kitchens were opened in all 
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the districts wherever required. Epidemic could be avoided due to titnely-health measures. My Governmen 


has released Rs.103.19 crores for different flood relief measures and will release further funds as per 
requirement. 


Priority was given to providing house building assistance to all affected persons. A great deal of 
restoration and rehabilitation measures has been taken up after the Super Cyclone with the funds received 
from Government of India to the tune of Rs.828.15 crores from the N.F.C.R. and Rs.38.10 crores from 
the PMNRF. The OSDMA, has taken up 622 projects in sectors like road, irrigation, water supply, agt® 


) ‘ service centre and cyclone shelters with World Bank, D.F.I.D. and MPLAD funding. The Government 
has spent Rs.167.36 crores towards drou; 


ght mitigation measures, 1.50 lakhs MTs of food grains under 
the Food for Work Programme, 6,300 M 


Ts of BPL rice and wheat received from the Union Government 
has been allotted to the drought affected districts. 
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violent activities of left wing extremists could be contained due to sustained and determined efforts of 
my Government. For the first time in the State, one battalion of C.R.P.F. has been deployed at various 
Strategic locations to assist our state forces to combat subversive activities of the left wing extrimists. 
Further, one India Reserve Battalion sanctioned by the Union Government will be put in place shortly to 
contro] extremist activities?’ This has met a long felt need of the Orissa Police. My Government has 
undertaken an ambitious programme for modernisation of the police. Rs.61.00 crores has been provided 
to improve the infrastructure; skill and capabilities of the police force. 34 Fire Stations have been made 
operational during the current year. 


My Government hassundertaken steps to set up 72 Fast Track Courts to clear the backlog of 
cases and 19 such Courts have already been established so far. 


31. The State is passing through a severe fiscal crisis of unprecedented nature. Orissa has the highest 
debt GDP ratio at 46 per cent as on 31.03.2000 compared to the all States average of 24.33 per cent as 
calculate by the Eleventh Finance Commission. It now stands at 51 per cent GSDP as on 31.03.2001. 
Despite the unsustainable debt burden, the State Government is forced to make fresh borrowings on a 
higher scale from year to year in order to meet the growing gap in the revenue account and to meet the 
cost of various developmental works, Time has come to address this deterioration in State finance through 
appropriate fiscal correction. 


Accordingly, my Government has initiated a comprehensive Fiscal and Governance Reform 
Programme in the State. The Government is committed to reducing the burden of fiscal deficit through 
Civil Service Reforms, Budgetary Reform, Expenditure Management, Revenue Generation Measures 
and Public Enterprises Reform. Iam happy to mention that these measures have started yielding positive 
results. Action initiated by my Government in Fiscal Restructuring and Governance Reform Programme 
Will be carried forward. There should not be any impression in any quarter that these reforms are induced 
by any external agency or for obtaining any aid or loan assistance. It is only by implementing these 
measures we can make more funds available for poverty reduction, for stepping up the growth raie and 
for creating employment opportunities. 


32. T have taken this opportunity to outline briefly the achievements, policies, and programmes or 
my Government based on the promises made in the Common Minimum Programme. My Government 
will pursue various schemes and projects which will promote dynamic growth and development inspite 
of the prevailing economic condition of our State. It would be necessary to tighten our belts to achieve 
Our development and reform goals. I am sure, nothing will deter my Government in its efforts to bring 
Prosperity to the people of Orissa. I hope, the Hon'ble Members of this August House will extend their 
full Co-operation and support to the progressive and forward-looking policies and programmes of my 
Government, I now leave you to your deliberations and wish you and the people of Orissa all success. 


JAI HIND 


The fifth of March 1916, was an auspicious 
day for Orissa, as on that very day Biju 
Patnaik, the third child of Munsif Laxmi 
Narayan Patnaik and Ashalata Devi was born 
at Cuttack. The seventeenth of April 1997, the 
day Biju Patnaik passed away, was a sad day 
not only for Orissa but for the whole country. 
Biju Patnaik was a legend in Indian politics. 
He played a significant role in the struggle for 
freedom. He served the country for more than 
six decades. People lovingly called him the 
‘Hero of Kalinga’ and the ‘Kharavela of 


Kalinga.' Modern Orissa cannot be thought of 
without Biju Patnaik. 


immort 
his bra 


_ Biju Patnaik Was the architect of 
Paradip Port. It was at his initiative that the 
as Inaugurated by Pandit Nehru. He got 
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Biju Patnaik : A Tribute 


B.C. Rout 


more aid sanctioned for Orissa. Nehru was 
criticised in the Parliament for his decision t0 
provide more aid to Orissa. To this, Nehru 
replied, '"Biju Patnaik has the courage, 
dynamism and zeal to work. So there is ue) 
blunder in giving more aid to Orissa." ee 
speaks volumes of the extraordinary talent an 

personality of Biju Patnaik. 


Biju Patnaik, who took pride on the 
fact that he was an Oriya, had dreamt many 
dreams. But his fond dream was the ris¢ © 
the dashing Oriya youths to dominate every 
sphere of life. Although he was practiciNé 
Politics, he was certainly more than # 
Politician; he was a leader of people, : 
charismatic leader, a natural one. 


He faced many ups and downs 
Politics, 


Though close to Jawaharlal age 
he had to leave the Congress Party we 
Nehru's death. Such was the force of h! 


e 
Personality that it always drew extrem 
Emotions fro 


adulation to h 


the state remained one of his unfulfilled 
dreams. 


Biju Patnaik tried his best to bring 
about an industrial revolution in the state. The 
Choudwar and Barbil industrial belts, the 
Cuttack-Jagatpur Mahanadi highway bridge, 
the Bhubaneswar airport, Orissa aviation 
centre, Paradeep Port, Express Highway, the 
MIG factory at Sunabeda, the Thermal Power 
Plant at Talcher, the Balimela hydel project, 
the Orissa University of Agriculture and 
Technology, the Panchayat level industrial 
projects, Engineering Colleges, some of the 
major Public Sector Undertakings of the State, 
the Orissa State Planning Board, the 
reorganisation of districts, etc. were some of 
his outstanding contributions. 


Biju was a champion of science and 
technology. He believed in the modernisation 
of society ona scientific basis. He established 
the Kalinga Foundation for dissemination of 
knowledge in science. He also founded the 
Kalinga Prize for promoting scientific 
knowledge. The idea behind setting up 
Kalinga Prize was that every one should have 
at least a basic understanding of science. The 
prize, given away by the UNESCO every year, 
is considered a prestigious award by the 
international scientific community. When Biju 
Patnaik contemplated this prize, he gave it the 
name KALINGA, an empire which existed 
two thousand years ago. Like Nehru, Biju 
passionately advocated inculcating scientific 
temper in the minds of the people. More than 
two thousand years ago, in 261 BC, the people 
of Kalinga fought a battle, which still remains 
an unforgettable chapter in the history of 
Orissa. It is impossible to forget the Kalinga 
War, fought on the banks of the river Daya, 
near Bhubaneswar; the water of the river 
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turned red with blood. Biju Patnaik tried to 
revive it in the minds of people of the state 
and tried to fight another battle, the battle for 
removal of poverty. As a great statesman and 
a visionary, he always struggled hard for 
uplifting of economic condition of the people 
of Orissa. A man with many facets and 
abilities, his love for Orissa and its people was 
intense. Restoring Orissa to its ancient glory 
and to its rightful place in the country was his 
mission, for which he worked and ceaselessly. 


In 1943, Biju was sent to prison for 
about two years for participating in the Quit 
India Movement. During his eventful political 
career, he served the nation as a Union 
Minister for about three years. He was the 
Chief Minister of Orissa for about seven years 
and a half, in two terms. The political career 
graph of Biju Patnaik had witnessed upward 
and downward trends. He spent more than half 
acentury in Indian politics, both in and out of 
power, in the State as well as at the centre, 
heading the ruling party and building 
opposition structures. His mission and 
message, ambitions and dreams made him a 
great leader. His love for his own native state 
had never stood in the way of his love for the 
country at large. He had the virtues of Utkal 
Gaurav Madhusudan Das, the grand old man 
of Orissa, who had awakened the Oriya people 
from their deep slumber in the first two 
decades of the 20th century. Some of his critics 
said that he talked much and did things 
impulsively, disregarding the means, but 
history shows that whatever work he did was 
not trivial but a work of monumental glory. 


Biju Patnaik's presence was visible 
both in his success and in his failure. The true 
son of the soil, he demonstrated pride and self- 
respect of the Oriyas. He did not budge before 


anyone, however powerful he might be. The 
only interest he had was the dignity and honour 
of the Oriyas. It was evident in his speeches 
in the State Legislature and in the Parliament, 
in his recorded discussions and interviews to 
the Press, and in his correspondences. Some 
of his.often quoted sayings include (i) 'To be 
born poor is not a crime but to remain so is 
indeed a crime,' (ii) 'If a thing can be done 
now, do it at once and do not defer it to the 
next day,' (iii) 'Be loyal not to me but to the 
destiny of the State,' (iv) 'Orissa is a rich state 


where poor people live, (v) 'Bea pride to your 
State and not a shame.’ 


He wanted the Oriyas to achieve 
excellence in every field. An Oriya boy born 
seven decades after this great Oriya was born 


feels proud of the fact that he is born to the 
same race to which Bij 


gap. Many of Biju's dreams remained 
unfulfilled. His drea i 

could not be fulfj 
eastern seaboard 
heritage just as it 
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multifaceted personality a freedom fighter, a 
pilot, an industrialist, Chief Minister ofa state 
and Union Minister, all combined into one. 
His life is an extraordinary saga of adventure 


and sacrifice, valour and dedication. ; 
His death was an irreparable loss to 


the nation. Lakhs of people from all over the 
state bade a tearful farewell to their dear leader. 
A number of dignitaries attended his funeral 
at Swargadwar in Puri. These include leaders 
such as Deve Gowda, Chandrasekhar, A.B. 
Vajpayee, KrishanKant, Devilal, Madhu 
Dandavate, Laloo Prasad Yadav, S.R. : 
Bommai, Ram Vilas Paswan; L.K. Advani. 
Biju was a man who never let Orissa down. 
He tried to follow the saying of Bhima Bhoi, 
a nineteenth century poet, who wrote: 
Boundless is the anguish and 

misery of the living 

who can see it and tolerate ? 

Let my soul be sent to hell. 

but let the universe be redeemed. 


These are the lines,which Biju ofte? 
quoted and followed. 


B.C. Routis Professor of Political Science (retired); h¢ 
lives at 


7-H.B Colony, Road, 


: Lewis 
Bhubaneswar-75 1002, - 
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Light a Lamp and Remove the Darkness 


(Addressing a packed audience of girl students 
and ladies) All of you are studying history : 
British history, Indian history, this history, that 
history , etc. But many of you do not know 
your own history. How sad it 7 
is ? You were all born here. 
What is the history of this land 
? What about our heritage ? 
What was our land 200 years 
back, 500 years back, 1000 
years back, 2000 years back ? 
Do you know Ramanujan ? 

- What was he ? Ramanujan was 
a very poor man. He was 
merely a Clerk under the 
British Government. He turned 
out to be the greatest 
mathematician the world has 
ever seen. The top 
mathematicians of the world are still working 
‘a decipher his formulae. He belongs to our 
and. 


Have you heard of Pathani Samanta? 
What was he ? When was he born ? What was 
his contribution ? By using some simple 
device he could precisely study the movement 
of the galaxy. His scope of mathematics or of 
astronomy was so fantastic that what he wrote 
about is the subject of research today for the 


Biju Patnaik 


world mathematicians. He was our man, a 
member of our family. 


In the world history, two or three 

women stand out as great personages. One is 

Cleopatra, the Queen of Egypt, 

another is Elizabeth-I, the 

Queen of England and the third 

one is Helen of Troy... They 

created empires where sun 

never set. They were the 

Queens" that men surrendered 

to them and carried out their 

behests. Until and unless you 

go to the 21st Century with that 

kind of power, authority and 

magrietism, the men who have 

so far ruled this world are not 

going to surrender to you. In 

every sphere you should raise 

yourselves to that status, so that men would 
willingly serve you. 

There are various facets of modern life. 

One can be a lawyer, a doctor, an administrator 

or a Member of the Legislature, or .a Member 

-of the Parliament or a minister here and a 

minister there. But how do you raise yourself 

/ to the status which is superior to men ? This is 

really the heart of the problem where men must 

willingly respect you, regard you and take 


second place when you have the first place. 
This is really the problem of 21st Century. I 
ama little worried. You children, who are here; 
you are going to standard schools and colleges 
and getting standardised education. Now ask 
yourselves, when you graduate, even if you 
get a first class or whatever it is, are you 
equipped, mentally equipped, socially 
equipped to do something for your own State 
or are you going to look for a job ? To look 
for a job presents a servile mind, to step into 
the open world presents a challenging mind. ] 
want not all of you, all of you cannot, but some 
of you to present to yourself, a mind which 
can assume great ascents and great challenges. 
whom I sent across to 
fighting the high seas ! 
kids. She was in some 
the beginning of her 


her to Cochin, to the 
training and [ reque: 
Command, "Well, if 
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challenges that would lead - you to the 21st 
century. Nothing else. All your bouffant hair- 
do or lipsticks will not lead you to the 21st 
century. "What would lead you to the 2Ist 
century - your guts, your courage, your 
determination. So, even ifI do not see through 
the 21st century, in the coming years when 
you kids will have to live for next 30-40 years 
or more in the 21st century, all I can tell you 
is this, 'Do not betray your history’. Try to 
Study your own history of 2000 years, of 3000 
years, when you were a part the great empire- 
the Kalinga. The Kalingans created an empire 
and pushed the Greek dynasty beyond 
Hindukush. They had spread a maritime powe! 
through whole of the South-east Asia. Your 
forefathers did it. Do not forget that. Neve! 
forget you buniadi, your heritage. Suppos® 
by some magic I Squeeze these 2000 years an | 
throw it to the Bay of Bengal, then you wil 

be that women who fought with swords, with 
bows and arrows and conquered nations: 
Imagine yourselves. You will be a thousa” 

Rani J hansis, and a thousand Elizabeths. YO 
have created history in this world. 


Well, this is a Symposium for training 
your minds for the 21st century. Our educatio” 
is wanting. I know it. There was an Englis 
man called Lord Macaulay. Two hundred a 
years back when the East India Company oer 

ere and founded the empire, he thought thé 

© Must teach some English to some cle 
Who can Convey the Englishman's message 
the Natives. So that was the beginning ° 
learning English language. But the Englis 
People are so clever that they built the emp! 
8, they spread it among i 
rs } 1€ Country who used © 

Suage.in law, in literature, in history: 

rvetything which they themselves pursue 
Everything goes in the British way of thinki"® 


Orissa Review # February / March - 2002 


British Jurisprudence, British Law. When you 
talk of 21st century, remember, you are only 
a few girls in schools and colleges who have 
the advantage of getting education, however, 
deficient the education is. In my opinion you 
still have some education. You have a 
responsibility. Each of you have a 
responsibility to those millions of women, 
children who did not have the privilege or 
advantage of education like yours. Twenty first 
century means more responsibility, more 
responsiveness, more determination and 
greater strength of mind to meet challenges 
(Reacting painfully to the large scale dropouts, 
i.e., 5: 1 from Class I to Class X) Why ? 
Because the mother of the little child says, "Go 
to the forest and fetch me some fuel for 
cooking. Tend the cows of that headman, earn 
two rupees so that I will feed you". The child 
is thus unable to study. Similarly, we have to 
find out ways of uplifting their economic 
Status, Your parents can afford it. They are 
the Government servants or contractors or in 
business or whatever. They can afford the cost 
of your study, cost of your clothes, cost of your 
eating, cost of everything, hostel expenses, 
whatever. Millions, hundreds of millions of 
my countrymen cannot afford it, Have you any 
responsibility for them ? Do you feel 
responsible ? Apart from your fun and frolic 
what you must have of the young life, You 
must also think of your responsibility to the 


people, to the poor, to the girls, to the children 
who do not have your facilities. That would 
also present to you a challenge in your mind. 
You are educated. You are intelligent. Can I 
be defeated that my children next door must 
remain poor and uneducated ? Can I not raise 
them ? If my father can earn so much, why 
cannot their parents earn much ? How to Go 
it ? All these, my children must present before 
you a great challenge of life time. Only then 
you will grow. Do not waste yourselves away 
into the 21st century. Make the 21st century a 
standard-bearer for your strength of mind to 
meet all kinds of challenges, especiaily the 
challenges of your own society. It's a very hard 
task, a very difficult task, but you my 
daughters, my daughters' daughters, cultivate 
great confidence in you. "Wherever you may 
be, light a lamp as I have lighted here and 
remove the darkness from the society where 
you live. If you have done this, you have done 
a great service to yourself, to the society and 
to the nation. : 


Excerpts from an extempore speech presented by iin 
Patnaik, the then Chief Minister of Oris:a, whiic 
inaugurating the State level symposium ou “Indian 
Women towards 21st century : Orissa, a step ahead" 
held at Rabindra Mandap, Bhubaneswar on Agurust 8, 
1993. The symposium was organised by Ramadevi 
Women's College Students’ Union in collaboration with 
Vyatikrama, a voluntary organisation. 
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The Orissa of My Dreams 


I have been 
commissioned here in the 
memory of my dearest 
friend Binode Kanungo-- 


First Binode Kanungo Memorial 
Lecture delivered extempore on 
January 27, 1992 at Soochana 


Biju Patnaik 


Kalinga was the greatest 
empire of India, when a 
sailors of Kalinga did no 


" not to speak but to dream. 
I have been told that I 
should project Orissa of m 
would! dream ? Once Gu 
Tagore said, "When 
is only by dreaming 
are accomplished." 


y dreams. What 
tudev Rabindranath 
you dream, dream big. It 
big things that big tasks 
Weare bom to die. While 
dreaming think of big things - Dream the 


biggest dream of all. In his poetry, what did 
he say ? "Sapan dekhi tulab ani badi, prabal 
dwipe manimuktar..." This was the dream 


People of those days 
forgotten these lines 


which urged the young 
to dream big. I have not 
of Rabi Thakur. 


ays, When Orissa 
alinga was Vital, when 


Bhawan, Bhubaneswar 


know fear, when a 
soldiers of Kalinga di 


e 
= not know fear, when ns 

; . a 
mothers of Kalinga were known 


"Biranganas." That was Kalinga. Therefol 
that is a dream worthy of Kalinga. 


In my dream of the 21st century 
the State, I would have young man and wome 
who put the interest of the State before he 
They will have pride in themselves, confident 
in themseleves. They will not be at anybody 
mercy, except their own selves. By their bt 
intelligence and capacity, they will recaniy ; 
the history of Kalinga. I would like my Oriss 
of 21st century to have excellent artisan® 
superb craftsmen and sculptors, Bree 
Musicians and poets, After all it is we W : 
built Konark. It was in Orissa or Kalinga Whe" 
the great Geeta Govinda was composed. : ‘ ‘ 
the same place Where great mathematici®” 
like Pathani Samanta looked at the sky a 
created astronomical Wonders. A place wii 
We have mathematical genius, great sculp” 
and artists, great musicians and dancers # d 
men and women of great culture, this sho? e 


be the dream of my Orissa, should b¢ 
dream of my life. 


There is no English word for "Karuna." 
When a young woman goes to pray to God, 
she asks for one blessing : "O' Lord, fill my 
soul with 'Karuna'. | ask for nothing else." That 
is the epitome of culture, which Orissa of my 
dream would have. 


We, men and women of today, have 
shrunk. Because we do not dream big, we have 
become little men and women with little 
problems, little conspiracy, little likes and 
dislikes, little gain or loss. Orissa can be lifted 
by collective will. We are the descendants of 
great ancestors. Look at my beautiful sea, rich 
forests which are gifts of God, given to our 
people. I would like my man and women, 
young people of my State, in the coming years 
to take all these gifts that God has given and 
produce the greatest machines, that produce 
wealth for all and provide employment and 
productive work to all. In my dream of Orissa 
no cultivator would go with his field dry. 
Every drop of water that percolates through 
our soil is recovered. In my dream of Orissa 
of tomorrow, | will not like to hear a whisper 
about oppression to woman. I dream of a day 
when women will play equal role with men. 
They will exercise with men equal power and 
enjoy the same privilege. This should be my 
dream of tomorrow the 21st century. In that 
time no child of my State will go hungry 
without food or suffer from malnutrition. And 
all over my land, there will be no illiteracy or 
ignorance. 


For my farmers, I would like to dream 
that never and never his crop shall perish for 
want of water. Each drop of water will be 
conserved and used. Natural calamity, the 
scourge of Orissa, would be a thing of the past. 
All the rivers would be tamed, all the water 
storages reconstructed so that parched lands 
get that water when needed. 


| 
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Yesterday | inaugurated an exhibition 
of the Adivasis. those of you who have not 
gone, | would recommend that you spend a 
couple of hours there, see their style of living. 
You realise that 30% of our people live in this 
condition. I will like to see that every citizen 
of my State has a decent roof over his head, 
every family potable drinking water and all- 
weather protection. They must have all 
weather roads and bridges, schools properly 
manned with able teachers and hospitals with 
adequate number of excellent doctors. It has 
to be ensured that every nook and corner of 
my state has proper health care, proper 
schooling proper road system and 
communication systems like telephones like 
electronics-all that the modern science has 
given, the average villagers must have. 


. The wealth of minerals that nature has 
endowed us with will sustain many major 
industries for long years to come, whether it 
is steel, whether power from coal, whether 
Aluminium or oil refineries and 
petrochemicals. All these will come to us. We 
should make our State a place of attraction to 
all people from all over the world. In India, 
today we have no social harmony, no religious 
tolerance, no caste tolerance. Certainly we 
cannot grow with all these divisions. In my 
dream of Orissa, there should be harmony, 
broad-mindedness, greater tolerance all around 
and fellow feeling among neighbours. 


In conclusion, I would like to say what 
Maxmuller said long time back, "If I have to 
look over the whole world to find out the 
country that nature has bestowed its best, I 
would point to India." We, all of us together, 
can make our State such that the whole world 
would say that Orissa is our dreamland. 


Panchayati Raj : People's Parallel Executive 
Apparatus 


Speech delivered by Biju Patnaik in the Orissa Legislative 


He [the-then MLA, Kamakhyanagar] went on 
defining with great care the duties and checks 
and performances which should from now, 
after the passage of this Bill, become the 
responsibility of the Panchayat Samiti. It is 
only because these mistakes are there, errors 
are there, these flaws are there in the general 
administration of the country that the 
Panchayati Raj movement was initiated. In 
this house all of us ar 
of the Administratiy 
we have created a Dp 
made up of the re 
with the hope tha 


, there would be 
no case for bringing in this Panchayat 


hold ofa very 
ast experiment 


matters of experiment... 
Samiti will have to work harder 


Progress to go through 
then all | would say 


- Ifhe does not do that, 


Assembly on November 20, 1961 


experiment would fail and in the process the 


machine may be put back for many 
generations. 


-. This is a movement of building up, 
leaders of men from the lowest rung of ou 
Society and it is not going to be easy. It 1s 
almost a people's movement. We are only 
trying to give it some shape, some direction 
orsome authority. But the movement can only 
succeed if we give that authority to the people 
right down from the bottom of our social 
ladder who can exercise effective leadership 
It is a big question and we have in this a 
got to think with far greater sympathy an 
Prospective looking at a distant future aM 
planning from now how you want the future 
‘o be built. This Bill has tremendous impot 
for the future generations of our State. A great 
deal of thought and care has gone into this Bill. 
The Select Committee have provided one oF 
two points in their deliberations to which J 
Personally do not agree and one of the majo! 
things is I do not See any reason why the 
members of this House or Parliament shou! 


ave any direct interference in the norma 
administrati 


here, but mostly we legislate; we have no other 
executive work; we have no time to function. 
Whereas we shall legislate in this House for 
years to come with justice and fairness, with 
wisdom, we must also build an army of men 
and women who would develop a capacity of 
execution from small to big jobs. In the process 
of development. I submit that we would 
hamper if we do not allow that developmental 
movement to grow in its own way without 
attempting directly to interfere or directly 
interest ourselves in the affairs of that 
movement. Therefore, whereas | heartily 
welcome the association of the members of 
this House in the deliberations of the 
Committees of Panchayat Samiti and Zilla 
Parishad, I would not like that members of this 
House would participate in the elections or the 
voting of the office bearers of the Panchayat 
Samitis and Zilla Parishad or even vote for a 
decision of some creative activities or the 
locations of such activities. It would not be 
proper that this House which has given rise to 
a movement with one hand and would take 
the powers and its own apparatus of 
development by another hand. It would be 
wrong in principle; it would be wrong in 
concept. Therefore I would urge upon the 
House to consider that portion of the Select 
Committee's Report which desires that the 
members of the House and the members of 
the Parliament, etc. can directly participate in 
voting of Panchayat Samitis or Zilla Parishads. 


Another matter which some of our 
members feel is that if we have no voting right; 
if we have no power of direct deliberations 
like any other members, we may not be 
respected, we may not have any hold in our 
constituencies; wells, tanks, roads, schools and 
hospitals are to be built by the Sarpanchs or 
the Panchayat Samitis without reference to us. 
Who are we ? I would like to tell those hon'ble 
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members who think on those lines that we are 
taking a terrible restricted view of a movement 
to which we ourselves give birth. I would like 
the hon'ble members to think with me and feel 
with me that we are unleashing or attempting 
to unleash the greatest latent powers of the 
people by giving an authority to Panchayati 
Raj conceived by the Father of the Nation long 
long ago, we have already originated this idea 
and this thought. We are merely trying to give 
it some shape. Let us not pollute that idea by 
trying to put our fingers in the heart of that 
movement by trying to directly intervene. We 
in this House have the powers of the budget, 
of control of treasury, control of projects, 
control of public opinion and several other 
controls which are given té us by democratic 
thinking. If an Executive Officer in the 
Panchayat Samiti or a Sarpanch of a Panchayat 
or the Zilla Parishad does not function well 
they are open to fullest criticism in this House 
by the representatives and the Government 
have the full power to supersede such 
institutions if they are not going on the right 
way in the same spirit with which this House 
has decided to give powers to these 
institutions. This House remains and shall 
remain the sovereign House of the State. Every 
other institution shall be sub-servient to this 
House. There is no question about it. Therefore 
let us not think individually; let us not think 
of our little immediate inconveniences or 
expediencies. We shall be able in our 
collective wisdom to devise ways and means 
as time goes on and development goes on to 
achieve far greater results through our peoples’ 
confidence and peoples' leadership than we are 
able to do by ourselves with our existing 
administrative apparatus. 


Excerpts from Orissa Legislative Assembly Debates, 
Vol.I, No.33, 1961. 
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Madhusudan Das and the Articulation 


of Oriya Identity 


(1) 

The last phase of the 19th century and the first 
phase of 20th century witnessed a great 
awakening in Orissa. It was the phase of New 
Orissa in making. The Oriyas during this phase 
got an identity consciousness. Many persons 
and institutions were responsible for this trend 
of resurgence in Orissa. 
Among them, Madhusudan 
Das played a very significant 
role. His career in Orissa at 
least from the 1880s till his 
death was entirely dedicated 
to the making of modern 
Orissa. He played prominent 
role in the amalgamation of 
different Oriya-speaking 
tracts lying scattered in 
neighbouring Provinces. At 
the same time, he attempted Lael 
Socio-economic and cultural 
Progress of the Ori 


- Mrlyas. He articulated the 
problems of Orissa and asserted the identi 


Kailash Chandra Dash 


was the prophet of Oriya nationalism. Here 


present Madhusudan’s connection with the ‘ 


formation of Oriya national identity. 


(II) 


Madhusudan Das worked for - 


educating Oriya labourers in Calcutta in the 
1870s. It was his primary 
attempt to establish the Oriyas 
in Calcutta. (Das 1971/1988 : 
43-44) In Calcutta his intens¢ 
love for Oriya language was? 
tact as it is evident from his 
demand to write the answers 
of Sanskrit questions in Oriy4 
(his mother language) to the 


University in 1869-70. ( Ibid 
:44) In Calcutta, Madhusudan 
embraced Christianity. Th® 
Puri Jagannath temple affaits 
of this phase provided him a” 
°Pportunity to enter into the movement for 
Tegenerated Orissa. ( Mohanty 1982 : 44-45) 


In 1878, Raja Divyasimha Deb W 
Convicted of murder and was sentenced 
transportation for life. The British Governme™ 
hada ®PPortunity to intervene in the temp!” 
ya cagement, But the dowager mother ° 
Divyasimha Deb immediately called in th? 


authorities of Calcutta 
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Royal Court and priests of the temple and 
announced the ascent to the throne of her five 
year old grandson Jagannath Jenamani and 
proclaimed him as Raja Mukunda Deb of Puri. 
The queen began to manage the affairs of the 
temple on behalf of the minor Raja. The 
management was naturally not to the liking 
of the Government. It was decided that the 
control and the endowments of the temple 
Were to be vested in a committee of 
management. Accordingly, the Puri temple 
Act of 1880 was announced. The legislation 
was objected by the priests of the temple and 
the queen submitted her petition to the 
Government. Her representation went 
unheeded. On the other hand, the local 
Government instituted a suit in the Court 
seeking authority to appoint a Receiver for the 
temple. The Court decided in favour of the 
Government and the queen was denied a role 
in the management of the temple. The 
announcement of the Court’s decision was 
looked upon as a humiliation to the age-old 
Orissan tradition. The queen wanted to appeal 
to the Calcutta High Court, but she lacked 
resources. She made a personal request to 
Madhusudan Das to fight her case. ( Mohanty 
1972 :39) Madhusudan accepted the 
responsibility though it was a lost case. As a 
lawyer, he would have been very happy to find 
better cases; but he concentrated his attention 
On this issue because he accepted Jagannatha 
as a symbol of Oriya identity. He considered 
the decision as an attempt to disrupt Oriya 
national sentiment and he therefore directed 
his attention to it. He went through the royal 
records and prepared the case meticulously. 
He tried to focus attention through articles in 
the press against the unjust interference of the 
Government in the matter. He published two 


: interesting letters in the name of Lunatic in 


Utkala Dipika, critically presenting his 
arguments against the suit for the management 
of the Jagannatha temple. ( Utkal Dipika, 
March 26 and April 9 of 1887 : Dash 
1978:367- 368) After prolonged deliberations 
at Calcutta High Court, the lower court’s order 
to appoint a Government Receiver was set 
aside. Raja Mukunda Deb was reinstated to 
his authority. This was a victory of 
Madhusudan Das. Utkala Dipika in an 
interesting focus had thanked Madhusudan for 
this noble contribution. He had by this great 
national activity justified the adage-Bipatte 
Madhusudanam ( Lord Madhusudan helps in 
the time of distress). His perseverance and 
skilful handling of the case promoted him to 
be the greatest Oriya nationalist. (Ibid,. April 
30, 1887) By preserving the prestige of Thakur 
Raja of Puri, Madhusudan earned the 
enormous confidence of the people. 
Madhusudan accepted Jagannatha as the 
central part of Oriya culture. In order to make 
this conviction firm in the minds of the Oriyas, 
he recited a poem in the public meeting in the 
Town Hall of Cuttack in 1928. A part of the 
poem runs like this - 


“Kotie Odia gotie kanthare daka trahi Jagannatha 
Andhara ghunchiba nischaya dekhiba Jatira unnati patha 
Sudarsana Chakra garaji uthiba Baliara bahutale 
Matanka Srianga purbabata heba satru palaibe dare” 


(Utkala Dipika, November 17, 1928; Dash 1978 : 374) 
(11) 


Madhusudan Das started to articulate 
his feelings of Oriya identity in the gréat Oriya 
nationalist forums : Utkala Sabha and Utkala 
Sammilani. These two were the most 
significant forums to present diverse problems 
of the Oriyas from the last phase of the 19th 
century to the first four decades of the 20th 
century A.D. He was an important part of the 
Utkala Sabha in the 1880s and 1890s. His 


-@ 
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voice was very powerful in the Utkala Sabha 
in the first decade of the 20th century. (Dash 
2001 :11-19) As a member and president of 
the association, Madhusudan took interest in 
the pressing problems of the union of the 
different Oriya -speaking tracts under the 
Bengal Government and in this connection his 
discussion with the missionary, Howell was 
very remarkable. In the letter of 26th/28th 
January 1904 to Howell, Madhusudan as a 
member of the association demanded the 
unification of Oriya-speaking tracts under 
Bengal and not with the Central Provinces or 
Bihar. (Ibid.) Gokulananda Chaudhury, an 
ardent Oriya nationalist, had then developed 
an opinion to the effect that it was to the 
advantage of Orissa to be under Central 
province administration.( Ibid.) He was also 
supported by some Oriyas but they changed 
their views and accepted the stand of 
Madhusudan, Madhusudan’s potent 
arguments on behalf of the Orissa Association 
reflected the intense activities of it to highlight 
Oriya problems. He had his Own opinion about 
the people of Orissa, By 'people of Orissa’ he 
did not mean a few pleaders ora few aspirants 
for titles and honours or a few candidates for 
employment in the higher grades of 
Government service, He meant it as Oriya 
nation which included all the permanent 
residents of Orissa, whatever their race, 
nationality or religion. This indicates the 
nature of Oriya identity 


he was articulating 
then. Throughout the Movement for the 


guage in Sambalpur 
a Sabha ascendancy 
ing spirit. (Mishra 


Oriya 
pur with effect 


as a Court | 
of Sambal qugiage 


from | January 1992. 


(Ibid.) Utkala Sabha was a very limited body. 
It had no wider link. Madhusudan must have 
felt that a wider body representing many 
sections, rural and urban, in Orissa would help 
in the proper solution of the Oriya problems. 
This led to the birth of Utkala Sammilani 
(Utkala Union Conference). 


The Utkala Sammilani, which had its 
first session in the month of December 1903; 
came into existence after a year-long effort 
made by Madhusudan and other nationalists. 
On 25th October 1903, Madhusudan called 4 
meeting at Kanika palace. About twentyfive 
to thirty people of Cuttack were present on 
that occasion. As proposed by the Raja of 
Kanika, the Raja of Keonjhar became the 
president of the meeting (Urkala Dipika, 31st 
October, 1903). Madhusudan presented the 
purpose of the meeting in the beginning. He 
said that in the past there was a meeting for 
the formation of Oriya Jatiya Samiti (Orty4 
national Organisation) at Berhampur and that 
Some people of Cuttack and Sambalpu! 
including himself had participated in it. In 
1903, he got the news ofa similar arrangemen 
there and he was informed of a session at that 
place. He proposed in the meeting at Kanik@ 
palace that in 1903, there would be a sessio” 
at Cuttack, in which people from Ganjam a” 
other places in Orissa would participate. In ihe 
Meeting, he also Proposed that every ye" 


People of different Places of Orissa shov 
make sessi 


cs at different places 
€s affecting the natio” 
gress. It was decided on that A 
th and 31st December of that y@ 
(1903) the Proposed session would be held @ 


Cuttack. It was accepted as a representative 
organisation of the Oriyas. This organisation 
would discuss problems of the society, 
education and industry. It would not take up 
issues on politics and religion. At the end of 
the meeting an executive committee was 
formed for the session. The president of that 
committee was the Raja of Kanika. 
Madhusudan became its secretary. Jayram 
Das, Samson Rout, Gopal Chandra Praharaj 
and Abhiram Bhanja became the joint 
Secretaries of the committee,(Ibid). The 
executive committee had eight sessions from 
15th November 1903 to 24th December 1903, 
which led to a spectacular success of the first 
session of the Conference. In the beginning, 
it was decided by the committee that the august 
Session would be presided by Raja Sudhal 
Deb, the Maharaja of Bamanda. But as he died 
Shortly afterwards, the Maharaja of 
Mayurbhanj was invited to be the president 
of the session. The site of the session was Idga 
Padia of Cuttack, which the zamindar of the 
area Nagendranath Ray Chaudhury left 
without rent for three months. The committee 
decided that the delegates would put on red 
turbans as symbol of their nationalism. All the 
arrangements were made by the committee, 
Which was actually guided by Madhusudan 
Das. Madhusudan came to know that by the 
order of the Government some officers would 
Not participate in the session. Immediately, he 
Sent a telegram to the Bengal Government 
about this problem. The Bengal Government 
Sent a reply that the Government officers 
Would not be forbidden to take part in the 
Conference, if it promised not to discuss issues 
that might lead to political agitation. For the 
Sucessful working of the session, student 
Volunteers were employed and this was due 
‘© Madhusudan, who wanted the youngmen 
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of Orissa to be active for the service of their 
motherland. 


On the first day of the session, after 
the resolutions were passed, Madhusudan 
stood up to deliver a very interesting, speech 
which formed a part of the nationalist 
discourse, (Ibid,: January 2, 1904). He stated 
that, 'In the fixed ocean there is one image of 
the moon, but when it flows with waves, many 
images appear.' He also said : 


As I see my brothers my heart is filled with 
the waves of love and I am very glad to see them. Hindus 
believe that eight metals when united become such a 
metallic substance which does many useful works. 
Hence this brotherly love would animate the newly 
created Utkala Sammilani to such an extent that it would 
undertake many useful and auspicious works. 
According to history, people from different places came 
to England and settled there. This union helped in the 
making of the English Race. The English people had 
great contribution to the progress in Europe. We must 
consider this in the context of our motherland. Now 
looking at the suffering of mother Utkala, who amongst 
us would not be serious ? Hence, we all being united 
would share her suffering and and serve her. While in 
this deep service my brothers must remember «& 
statement of Prophet Muhammad. For the spread of 
brotherly love one should give up impure element from 
the heart and allow pure and pious blood into it. My 
brothers, who want to dedicate their lives for the service 
of the Mother Utkala, must at first give up self-conceit 
and selfishness. The race or nation is eternal, you-and 
myself have temporary existence. The only way to 
progress is to give up selfishness. It will be admitted 
by all that the water of the river and laké coming from 
different directions will enter into the ocean where it 
will take one shape and one colour. It will be called the 
water of the ocean and will take the name of the great 
ocean (Mahasagara)” (Ibid). 


This speech of Madhusudan in the first 
session of the Utkala Sammilani animated the 
Oriyas to go ahead with the mission. 


Madhusudan was the secretary of the 
reception committee for the second session of 


the Utkala Sammilani. In order to activise the 
youngmen to participate in the making of New 
Orissa, he formed a bedy called Young Utkala 
Association, which rendered a great service 
to the Sammilani of the second year. It became 
a part of the Sammilani from that session 
(Mohanty 1982 : 55). Madhusudan’s efforts 
in the organisation of the Utkala Sammilani 
led to a great awakening in Orissa. The 
Sammilani became the most important 
nationalist forum, which united the Rajas of 
different Oriya speaking tracts. He felt that 
bringing all Oriya speaking people together 
would help in asserting their identity. The 
Conference had another notable object, the 
economic and industrial Tegeneration of 
Orissa. Madhusudan was serious about it. _ 


Madhusudan presided over the 9th 
session of the Conference, which was held in 
the field near Ramachandi Sahi, Puri on the 
29th and 30th December of 1913. (Utkala 
Dipika, January 3, 1914) As Madhusudan 
came to the meeting pandal, all the delegates 
stood up with the slogans Jay Utkala Janani 
.There he presented his views which animated 
the delegates present. In his address he said : 

If we accept the Conferernce as a stage of the 
progress of Utkala, we must understand the Meaning 
of the Conference. Like the union 


of the lifeless objects 
and animals, human beings have their union. The 


ood. The animals are 
our and wind in union 
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life and national life. The first is related to the body 
and worldly events and the second is related to the soul. 
If someone taunts me for being an Oriya, thousands of 
Oriyas associated with me will be shocked and 
wounded. It is called the nationat life. Like an 
individual, a race has defects. At one time the Japanese, 
like the Chinese, used to keep pigtails and the English 
identified them as Chinese. This wounded the national 
sentiments of the Japanese and for that they stopped 
the practice. A small dog does not fear a powerful tiger 
at the first sight. He advances towards the tiger. He has 
no power to kill a tiger. If he tries, he has to accept 
death. Then why does he advance towards the tiger ? 
He will die, but his group will not be humiliated. Hence, 


in Utkala everybody should look to the prestige of the 
national life. 


Many people say that India will not have 
Progress without industrial advancement, but such 
people at first should be industrialists. Individual 
education and national education are quite different. 
The national products are more valuable than the 
handmade products. The Germans have good ears an 
So they are experts in music. The French have £0 
eyes and so they produce luxurious objects which a 
very valuable in the world market. Different parts © 
the body need improvement for the advancement 
the nation, The artistic works of Bhubaneswar constitute 
the glorious heritage of Utkala. The successors of thes” 
artists and sculptors of Utkala will get a continuity ° 
the old tradition by continuing the stone work. But pn 
they are living by cutting stones or by making got 
stone objects for household purpose. They need tojume 
into their glorious past. Of course, for that they "°° 
time and patience. 

___ This Conference does not belong t 1! 
Section. We must take up that work by which @ 
Utkaliyas 


tkala, O; 


one 


ip 
Would be benefited. Whosoever is wer 
"ya, Bengali or Mustim, high or low, Sh 
: i late 
ey Al ihe development of the nation. Man’s life § i 
© service of others. This can be learnt from at 
ee oe. of the child by a mother. She wants Us 
ike herself the children should dedicate their lives 


ready to sacrifice their lives for thecause of the 
motherland Utkala. You have all been united at the 
opening gate of Utkala, Jagannath Puri, with great 
enthusiasm. Hence this Conference is the indicator of 


future prosperity”. 


By presenting this address, 
Madhusudan made the Utkala Sammilani a 
platform for the Oriyas nationalism. At an 
extraordinary meeting of the Utkala Union 
Committee held in the month of September 
1917 at Madhusudan’s place, it was decided 
that the Utkala Sammilani should have a paper 
of its own to represent its views and its aims 
and objects (Ibid, 1917). The Conference had 
not been able to possess an organ of its own. 
Madhusudan had long wished for it, but for 
various reasons he was not able to do anything 
about it for long. The paper which was to focus 
the activities of the Utkala Sammilani was The 
Oriya. Madhusudan became its editor. Till 
1919, it continued as the mouthpiece of Utkala 
Sammilani. By participating in the activities 
of the Utkala Sammilani and by expressing 
his views on issues relating to Utkala in the 
paper, 7he Oriya, Madhusudan articulated the 
feelings of Oriya-speaking people. 


(IV) 


; Attempts to revive the economy was a 
significant aspect of the articulation of Oriya 
identity in the first phase of the 20th century 
A.D. Madhusudan wanted economic progress 
of the Oriyas. Although Oriyas were treated 
as impoverished in the last part of the 19th 
century, Orissa’s economic potency was well 
known for her unrivalled filigree industry. 
There were silversmiths in Cuttack, who were 
I no way inferior to the workmen of the other 
Parts of the world (Ghosh 1937). The objects 
of filigree of Cuttack were prized in the 
Cuttack Exhibition for sixty years, from A.D. 
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1840 to 1900 (Utkala Dipika, 24th November 
1900). But this trade suffered a lot in the last 
decade of the 19th century, a fact which 
Madhusudan noticed. He wanted to give an 
impetus to this old industry by holding a shop 
called 'Orissa Art Wares' at his place at 
Cuttack. He trained the smiths and encouraged 
them by holding an exhibition of their products 
and awarding them medals. The ‘Orissa Art 
Wares' of Madhusudan began from aboutA.D. 
1898 (Ibid). Madhusudan wanted to use this 
industry for asserting the economic potency 
of the Oriyas. He hoped that it would be a 
marker of Oriya identity. As early as A.D. 
1900, 'Orissa Art Wares' got to be modernized 
by the efforts of Madhusudan. (Ibid.) When 
Lord Curzon came to Puri. In the month of 
December 1900, Madhusudan presented to 
him a raupyadhara (silver casket), containing 
the greetings of the Oriyas. (Ibid: December 
22, 1900). This silver casket was made in the 
Art Wares of Madhusudan and was very 
elegant and was indicative of his inventive 
genius. The bottom of the casket was a silver 
filigree plate. Upon it, on both the sides, were 
placed two elephants made of ivory and in the 
middle ona golden leaf was painted the image 
of Jagannatha temple. At the back of the 
elephants, there was a long silver box and it 
had its own system to open and close down. 
On one side of the handle (dhankuni) of the 
box, the image of Lakshmi and on the other 
side the image of Saraswati were painted on 
gold leaf. The silver plate of the two sides of 
the box contained the painted image of 
Kaliyadalana Srikrishna. This presentation to 
Lord Curzon in the last year ofthe 19th century 
with the great care and supervision of 
Madhusudan indicates that he was careful of 
presenting the economic potency of the Oriyas. 
He wanted to convey it to Lord Curzon that 


the Oriyas were energetic and full of creativity 


and that they could not fall into a sudden 
stupor. 


Madhusudan established the 'Orissa 


Art Wares' to regenerate the spirit of , 


manufacturing indigenous goods of high 
quality for export ( Jena 1999: 156-158), A 
separate school of Art Wares was attached to 
the factory, where hundred trainees produced 
. beautiful articles (Dash 1971/1988 : 127). He 
also provided training to a hundred and fifty 
weavers for producing handloom fabrics with 
modern shuttles. (Ibid. : 225) His art wares 
were highly admired by the British officers 
like Charles Elliot, Webster, Maddox, U.S, 
Club, W. Lawrence and E.B. Harris 


(Jena 1999 :157). The golden star in the silver 


filigree object was very elegant. The automatic 
Ottordan With G 


combined patent, T: 
the roses were re 


spread to different pa 
Japan as early as | 
September 1923), 


utilising native obje 
Profitable busin 
Madhusudan was r 
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to a company (Ibid). It was of course registered 
as limited. company in 1913 (Ibid). He made 
the factory stand on a firm footing. In 1923, 
the Utkala Tannery had 4 capital of Rs.80,000 
(Ibid). It was expected to produce leather 
goods in huge quantities. 


Madhusudan took up the economic 
and industrial regeneration of Utkala as a part 
of his programme. Economic and industrial 
regeneration depend on goodwill of people, 
earnest efforts, industrial apd scientific 
education of the people and mutual cO- 
Operation. The Cuttack Industrial Exhibition, 
which started in 1898 and was inaugurated in 


1903 by K.G.Gupta, the Commissioner of 


Orissa, was a great indication ° 


Madhusudan’s efforts for economic and 
industrial progress of Orissa. In his ada 
Gupta praised Madhusudan by stating tha! 


there was no lack of skill and the “hand bath 
not lost its cunning.” 


In order to establish the Oriya identity 
Madhusudan sought to revive Orissa” 
traditional crafts, No doubt, he mobilised the 
Oriyas in the Programme of economic a” 
industrial Tegeneration of Orissa. 


(V) 

Madhusudan had excellent ideas fet 
mobilising the Oriyas for the assertion of the!" 
identity. His speeches on different occasion 
in the first two decades of the 20th centu'Y 
had an extraordinary appeal for the Oriyas: H¢ 
made an attempt to arouse a people from ; 
deep slumber, In his speeches, he mention® 
the glorious Past of Orissa. Following i 
Andersonian view on nationalism, we ™4 


state here that the imagined community ° 
Oriyas were gui 

asserting their cult i i ders0? 
1988) ural identity (An 


e 
© reconstructed the identity of " 


f ‘ 
ded by Madhusudan Das fo 


Oriyas. He inspired the youngmen of Orissa 
by associating them with the activities of the 
Utkala Sammilani. An important evidence of 
his articulation of nationalistic attitude for the 
young men can be collected from Utkala 
Dipika (10th November,1917). In 1917, a 
unique Dasahara festival was celebrated by the 
school students at Cuttack. While the idol of 
the deity was on the way to immersion, the 
students prepared a portrait ( Chitra Patta) of 
fragmented Utkala, in which mother Utkala 
was in one direction and her banished daughter ~ 
was in another direction. In the gap, there was 
the sea. It meant that the sea of political 
administration (colonial power) had kept the 
daughter separated from her mother. Both the 
mother and the daughter were looking to one 
another, but the daughter was banished. She 
had no way to return to her motherland. The 
young group kept the portrait before the deity 
and shouted with the slogan “Jay Utkala Jay.” 


Inspired by Madhusudan, the Oriya 
nationalists in their quest for a complete Orissa 


viewed the deformed and scattered image of °, 


Utkala Mata in the terrible image of Durga 

(Chhinamasta). They believed that in near 

future the fragemented body of Mother Utkala 

would take a full shape in the form of the 

Cheerful Bhubaneswari image worshipped on 

a occasion of Durgapuja (Asha, 2nd October 
916). 


__- Madhusudan articulated the feelings of 
Oriya identity throughout his life. But the most 
important phase of this articulation was till 
1919. Although his voice was heard even after 
that, its intensity began to lessen. It is a point 
of enquiry how the leadership shifted to other 
groups. It invites an interpretation of the issue 
of Oriya identity in the wider context of Indian 
identity. Till the 13th session of the Utkala 
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Sammilani,-Madhusudan’s activities relating 
to the assertion of Oriya identity expanded. In 
March 1918, Madhusudan called three great 
meetings at Balikuda, Jagatsinghpur and Biridi 
(Asha, March 25, 1918). Every meeting was 
attended by thousands of people. His purpose 
was to acquaint the rural people with the aims 
and objectives of Utkala Sammilani. His 
arrival in these meetings was responded with 
slogans from the people “Jay Utkala Jay.“ On 
the opening day of the 13th session of Utkala 
Sammilani, Madhusudan at the request of the 
president, delivered the initial address of 
welcome. He accepted the meeting place of 
Utkala Sammilani as the altar for mother 
worship. The meetings organised by Utkala ’ 
Sammilani were designed for the worship of 
mother Utkala. He uttered -Janani 


Janmabhumischa Svargadapi Gariyasi and 
explained the idea that first we have to think 
of Janani (Mother), then Janmabhumi 


(Motherland) and finally Svarga (Heaven). 
The life of a man begins with mother, his 
workfield is Janmabhumi (motherland) and 
the reward of work is in heaven. 


It was after the 14th session of the 
Utkala Sammilani that there was a desire on 
the part of some Oriyas to convert the Utkala 
Sammilani into a wider platform. for 
implementing the Gandhian method of 
national movement. The Sammillani was 
originated for the great and noble purpose of 
the unification of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 
Madhusudan and his associates wanted to 
reconstruct Orissa, both geographically and 
culturally. They did not like to indulge in / 
political issues. But those were the days of the / 
great Indian National Movement. Many 
Oriyas like Gopabandhu Das and his 
associates eagerly wanted to make it a platform 
to discuss the burning political issues of the 
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time. The discourse of great Indian nationalism 
started to dominate over the question of 
formation of a separate province on linguistic 
basis. The demand for the union of Oriya- 
speaking areas was accepted by the senior 
groups represented by Madhusudan. The 
junior group represented by Gopabandhu 
accepted the idea of the transformation of 
Utkala Sammilani into a platform for the 
Spread of Indian nationalism. Oriya 
newspapers like Asha Tepresented the views 
of Madhusudan(dsha, Decemer 27, 1920 : 
Dash 1984: 111-114). Gopabandhu in his 
_ Satyabadi explained his 
identity against the regional identity of the 
Oriyas and even Persistently advocated the 
progress of the Oriyas through the wave of 
Indian nationalism (Das 1921/1328 Sala : 31- 
34). From the Chakradharpur session of the 
Sammilani, Madhusudan dissociated himself 
from its activities, but remained firm on his 


primary purpose--the unification of the Oriya- 
speaking areas. ; 


my. He remains an 
Oriya identity, 
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Lalita 


Kuntala Kumari Sabat- 
Tr. by Mary Mohanty 


and spent her childhood in Burma. She studied at Ravenshaw Girls' School and Cuttack 
Medical School. She briefly worked as a doctor with the Red Cross Society at Cuttack 
before leaving for Delhi, where she married Krushna Prasad Brahmachari in 1928 and 
worked as a physician. In August 1938, she suddenly passed away after giving birth to a 
son. She was survived by two daughters and a son. 


Kuntala Kumari wrote poetry and fiction. She was the first Oriya woman novelist. 
Her novels include Bhranti (Illusion), Kalibohu (The Dark Bride), Parashamani (The 
Philosopher's Stone), Naa Tundi (The Gossip) and Raghu Arakshita (Raghu, the Orphan). 
\_ The following excerpt is a translation of the first chapter of Parashamani (1925)]. 7 


f [Kuntala Kumari Sabat (1901-1938) was born at Jagadalpur, Bastar, in Madhya Pradesh }) 


I 


Lalita woke up before cock-crow. She felt, she 
was disturbed by a nightmare. Her fever had 
come down; but she still felt very weak. Her 
heart pounded like a treadle rice-husker and 
she had a bad headache. 


During these days, Lalita remembered 
her parents very much. Her father was a post- 
master at Haripur. Lalita once suffered from 
fever while they were staying there. Her father 
would frequently come from office to enquire 
about her health. Her mother would seat by 
her head and nurse her day and night. For two 
years now, Lalita had a feeling that she was 
living in a prison. Didn't her parents know 
that ? What could they do, even if they did ? 
Once a daughter was a given away in marriage, 


the parents could wash their hands clean of 
her. Now she must accept her fate and endure 
her suffering. After all, she was a girl ! Her 
fate lay crushed under a stone ! Would the 
stone be lifted ? Would she experience 
happiness again ? Lalita's took a deep sigh. 
She thought that she was a mere human being; 
why did fate decree so much woe for her ? 
She was brought into the world by her parents 
and was raised by them. But at present, she 
was far away from them. Her heart cried to 
hear their sweet words. She longed to be with 
her mother in the kitchen and to sit for a 
moment or to stand a while near her father's 


* table. She looked at this side and that side of 


the room. Nobody was there. She heaved a 
sigh and drops of tear rolled down her eyes. 
She closed her eyes. 


It was more than two years since she 
came to this house as a daughter-in-law. But, 
the in-law's place was like to prison to her. As 
the sorrow of a jungle mynah remains the 
same, whether it is kept in a gold cage or an 
iron cage, the agony of a daughter-in-law, 
remains the same whether she lives in a rich 
man's house or in a poor man's. Her husband 
stayed in Cuttack in eleven out of twelve 
months a year. Lalita hardly knew her 
husband. And, she never found out if they 
shared anything in common. 


Bimbadhar, her husband, was a clerk 

- inan office in Cuttack. He worked with a stock 
of files from 10 A.M. to7 P.M. inatiny, dimly 
lighted, and windowless office room. The 
Softer part of his nature had turned into Stone. 
Ifa man works like an ass fora meager amount 


of forty Tupees, how will one expect his tender 
feelings to grow.? 


School and looked after cooking at home. 
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_ min 


‘ Rama Sundari Sat idly and 


fe 
husband would certainly take her with him. 
She would escape from the malicious look of 


- her elder sister-in-law, Rama. Henceforth; over 


whom would her husband's sister, Tamalinee, 
boss ? On whom ‘would her mother-in-law vent 
her spleen ? Lalita knew very well that only 
one person in this house loved her and he was 
her husband, the god of her life. The very 
thought made Lalita extremely happy. It did 
not matter to her if her mother-in-law, sister- 
in-law, and her husband's elder brother's wife 
might love her or not; but the fact remained 
that her husband loved her. She happily spent 
the few days her husband stayed in the village. 
The day for her husband to leave for Cuttack 
approached. Bimbadhar raised the topic of 
taking his wife. On hearing him, his mother 
fretted and stumped away to the other room, 
and only harsh comments were heard from het. 
Bimbadhar could not nerve himself to annoy 
his mother. Disappointed, he went away 
Cuttack. Lalita, full of youth, lay in a lonely 
room of that tiny house of her village, her heatt 
brimming with love and eager expectations: 
She shed tears for some days and could 2° 

perform the domestic chores, Her mother 
law mistook the daughter-in-law's absent 

dedness to be her laziness and beat ber. 

g list of chores was made. Tamalinee 4” 

found time to che 

L gossip. Worthy Tama's worl! fi 
daughter, Kama, busied herself in telling !° 

against her maternal aunt, Lalita, and winn!? 

€r maternal grand-mother's heart. 


lon 


Paan and 


R : “ned het 

Ourteen-year-old Lalita wipe 
tears and bore all 
like q d 


Her last ho: 4 

Pe was her husband, who love ; 
So dearly, Let hy oand, “be 
her a thousa, “t mother-in-law scold an i 


nd times, let her husband's 5¥8 a 
ane his elder brother's wife abuse bh? 
t Ousand times; but her handsome husba? 4 


who was her last hope and resort, would come 
after a few months. His love was like the pole 
star in the darkness of her despair. He was to 
come during the Dola and the Dussera 
festivals. His very presence made Lalita feel 
as if she was the wealthiest woman in the 
world. On seeing him, she would forget all 
her miseries. 

Lalita was literate; but she never wrote 
a letter to her husband. She felt very shy. Her 
mother-in-law would hear, her sister-in-law, 
her husband's elder brother's wife and others 
would come to know. What would they think 
of her ? They would torment her more; but 
was there nothing in her mind to tell her 
husband ? She had things to tell him; but she 
did not know how to say and make him 
understand. She even could not talk freely with 
her husband. If she met her husband during 
day-time, she would be overcome by shyness, 
and, covering her face with her veil, she would 
run into the other room, lest Kama and Mini 
should see her and tell their grandmother ! 


Lalita waited for Bimbadhar. Two 
letters came to her mother-in-law every week. 
She was happy to hear that he was well. 


The Dola festival drew closer. Lalita 
hoped that her husband would come home. She 
opened her wicker box given by her mother 
and unfolded her pink silk sari, which she had 
carefully kept. If her husband came, she would 
Wear it. She would put on the necklace of gold- 
flowers made by the Calcuttan goldsmith, and 
would wear those pair of gold bangles, which 
her husband had secretly brought from 
Cuttack. The next moment she was overcome 
by shyness. She looked at this side and that 
and closed her wicker-box. The harsh voice 
of her husband's sister was heard from outside, 
"Oh, sister-in-law ! What are you doing inside 
the room ? Surely, she is looking at the sari 
given by her father day and night. What a 


Orissa Review # February / March - 2002 


shame ! Only one silk sari |! We have put on 
many Benarasi, Nilambari and Pitambari saris 
in our time; and we didn't show off like you. 
Stop arranging your things in the wicker-box; 
first do the cooking; here the cat is eating fish. 
See, she is busy putting on a pata sari." Saying 
this, she rounded off her scolding with many 
unmentionable expressions, pulled the betel- 
box to her and started preparing paan. As 
Lalita went to the kitchen, she heard, "My 
goodness, so lazy. She can't make a paan. Did 
we sit like you decorated with flowers and 
sandalwood paste in our in-laws' house; and 
were many delicious dishes laid out for us ?" 


Next day the postman brought a letter. 
Her mother-in-law was illiterate. Rama 
Sundari read out the letter. Bimbadhar had 
written that he had many expenses and would 
not be able to come home this time. He would 
come during the Dussera. Lalita felt as if she 
was struck by a thunderbolt on her head. Every 
morning she offered grains to a crow. When 
the crow pecked at the grains, she thought that 
the bird answered her question in positive and 
her husband would come. But her husband did 
not come and the crow's answer proved wrong. 
She felt very angry with the inauspicious crow. 
Lalita controlled tears in her eyes and did the 
household chores. Her mother-in-law noticed 
the sad expression on her face and abused her 
in the harshest possible language. But she was 
a daughter-in-law, how could she answer ? 


Months passed. The Dussera holidays 
drew near. Neither did Bimbadhar come nor 
any letter arrived. He sent only twenty rupees 
in the beginning of the month and wrote, "I 
am well", and that was all. Weighed down by 
worries, she went down with fever; but who 
cared for what happened to her ? While she 
was moaning in pain, she cooked several 
delicious dishes and served everybody. Her 
mother-in-law decided that arisha cakes 


GD, 


would be prepared for the festival. Though she 
was weak, she was not spared from working 
at the husking-pedal and at the grinding stone. 


Lalita fell unconscious near the well 
with a thud because of high fever. The water- 
filled pitcher slipped from her hand and broke 
into pieces. Her head hit against the stone 
beside the water-tank and was injured. Her sari 
was soaked with blood. Their neighbour, 
Indu's mother, was taking bath in the pond. 
She heard something falling down with a thud. 
She rushed to the well completely drenched 


shouted, "Hey aunt, 
law has collapsed an 
blood is flowing out o 
and see." Hearing h 
mother, sister Rati, 
others, who were the 
the spot. Both the Sist 


aunt, your daughter-in- 
d become unconscious; 
fher injured head, Come 
€f screaming, Bimala's 
Gundicha's mother and 


The sisters-in-law c 
the room and laid her j 


Orissa Review # February / March - 2002) 


2 

her bygone days in her father's house. a 
charming face of her mother, tender voice 0 
her younger brother Lakhia and her father 
calling her "Little mother" -- everything 
appeared to her very pleasant today. Her we 
Were eager to hear a word from her father, an 
her younger sister, Rebati, calling her sie 
sister." But her yearning was in vain. Woul 
her father really come ? Would he really iy 
at the face of this unfortunate daughter ? Di 
her mother really remember her ? Ah, the 
mother-in-law who was here, was the very 
incarnation of Yama. The memory of het 
mother-in-law thrashing her with a piece 0 
firewood flashed across Lalita's mind. whey 
ruthless and Stone-hearted woman ! Why i 
What was her fault 2 They bring home others 
daughters; and, beat them. What a terrible 
thing to do ! The dowry she drought with het 
was not upto standard; her ornaments Wel 
inferior; how was she to blame for that ? Het 
father was a Post-master, who earned only 
thirty-five rupees a month. What more cou! 
he give ? And he has given whatever he ou é 
In spite of giving them everything so that He 
son-in-law would love his daughter, t 
teceived so much insult ! Lalita's heart bur 
Out with silent grief. She was convinced wes 
her suffering was the consequence of her de? 
in her previous birth. If she were not unluck)» 
how come, after marrying a god-like busba” ’ 
she could not find happiness even for a er 
While brooding over this, her eyes becal™ 
heavy with Sleep 


Two h 
Mother-in-]a 


‘ er 
Ours after the day broke; rn 
W came shouting from the 


dint? 
I Ushed the door and storme 
Lalita's room. © 


Pampered dau 
Wake up at te 
li €ime wok 


all the morning chores. Now, may be, you 
expect me to massage your legs. You had only 
a mild fever yesterday, and see, how you 
behave like a queen ! Your mother-in-law and 
sister-in-law will cook and serve you and you 
will eat sitting idly like the mistress of the 
house. I was cursed to this fate, ohtmy 
Bimbadhar ! I drudged for you both, father 
and son, throughout my life; and now, at this 
ripe old age, I could not get rice unless | 
worked for the daughter-in-law ! Where did 
you go leaving me alone ?" The old lady went 
to the pond to take her bath, crying as she 
recalled her deceased husband. No sooner did 
Lalita go to the backyard, shutting her mouth 
and wiping her tears, than Tamalinee charged 
at her like a tigress pouncing on her prey. Lalita 
finished her morning ablutions in utter despair. 


While Lalita was grinding spices, after 
putting the rice bowl! on fire and slicing 
vegetables, her husband's elder brother's wife 
picked up a quarrel with her. Their mother- 
in-law finished her pooja and came out. When 
’ old lady heard the shouts of her elder daughter- 
in-law, she said that she was making 
arrangements to send both the daughters-in- 
law alive to the abode of the dead. She entered 
the kitchen like whirlwind. On seeing her 
furious expression, half of the blood dried out 
of Lalita's heart. She was about to drain water 
from cooked rice. She trembled with fear and 
her grip missed the rim of the rice-pot and the 
hot pot fell on her legs with a thud. The pot 
was shattered to pieces, the rice was scattered 


2001. 
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STATE BRAVERY AWARD - 2001 


The Orissa State Council for Child Welfare, in collaboration with the Department of Women and 
Child Development, Government of Orissa, presents State Bravery Award to children for acts of 
exemplary bravery, courage and gallantry. The award consists of a plaque, a certificate, a citation and 
cash award of Rs.5,000/-. Kumari Pratichi Panigrahi of Bolangiri district, Master Sevak Rana of 
Bargarh District and Labangalata Mahanta of Dhenkanal district have own the awards for the year, 


all over the ground and the legs of the three - 
- the mother-in-law and both the daughters- 
in-law -- were burnt by the hot rice and boiling 
water. Rama suffered from excruciating pain 
of burns and went out, abusing Lalita. Mad 
with fury, the mother-in-law lifted the blow- 
pipe and landed four or five blows on Lalita's 
back. 


Tamalinee, who rushed to the spot, 
saw what was going on and held Lalita 
responsible for everything. She pushed her out 
of the kitchen and herself sat down to cook. 


Lalita, who felt herself guilty, 
suppressed her sobs and came to her room. 
She was unconscious of her surrounding and 
sat down leaning against the wall. Tears dried 
up in her eyes. The burning sorrow of her heart 
was more unbearable than the burns on her 
legs and hands. Today she despised her 
mother-in-law and sister-in-law. She did not 
open her mouth; but her pent up anger and 
grief made her whole body burn. She despised 
her own life. She realised how helpless was 
the lot of a woman. Her pet cat came and sat 
near her. As she caressed its body, Lalita 
thought, "I wish I were a cat !" Today she was 
without food. In the evening Uma brought her 
some roasted rice-flakes for two paise from 
Udia's shop. Lalita ate only that much and 
slept. ; 


———————————————————————— 
Mary Mohanty lives behind Khurda Central 
Co-Operative Bank, R.I. Chhak, Ramachandrapur 
Bazar, At-Jatni, Dist.- Khurda - 752050. 
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Iconography of Sarasvati 


Sarasvati, the goddess of learning and fine arts, 
occupies a place of paramount importance 
among the gods and goddesses of the 
Brahmanical pantheon. She is variously 
known as Vach, Vagdevi, Vagisvari, Vani, 
Sarada, Bharati and Vinapani. The goddess 
is held in high esteem by H 
and Jainas all over the count 
made her the consort 
Bodhisattva of wisdom. 


ry. Buddhists have 

of Manjusri, the 
The Jaina Srutadevi 
© the Brahmanica] 
ed with four hands, 
and a rosary and the 


- Svetambaras represent 
a swan as her vehicle: Dj gambaras provide her 
with a peacock, 


indus, Buddhists, . 


Bharati Pal 


and 
pasa, parasu, sudha-kumbha, veda rosary 
lotus. 


Goddess Sarasvati makes ta 
appearance in the Reveda, not as a godde if 
but as a manifestation of the sacred ae 
Sarasvati, on the banks of which most a 
Vedic hymns were composed and the es 
culture developed. Sarasvati, through 
speech vacha, communicated vigour to In a 
Gradually she came to be identified with ‘th 
Vedic goddess Vach, the personified spee™ 


: : $0 
and in later times, she became the goddes 
eloquence, : 


In Hindu ic 
several forms, with 
vehicles. A snow 


Onography, Sarasvat! ae 
a variety of emblems : 
white goddess in W ith 
Sarments, she has everything associated W is 
her white, in keeping with her purity. ait 
described as having two hands; she is 4 


pe 
Portrayed as having four arms, Most off a 
texts provide a four armed Sarasvati W! 


Manuscript and a rosary in her two hands- 


| 
S a rosary in one of ne ne 
hands; the other hand exhibits a 
*yahkyanamudra, Her two left hands 04 
book and a white lotus. 
Th 


© Vishnudh 
Sarasvati, Should b 


if 
«ays thé 
armottara mentions ©. 


{ 
5 wi 
© shown standing 0? ¥ 


lotus in sambhnga, carrying a book and a 
rosary in her right hands and a kamandalu in 
one of her left hands. According to 
Rupamandana, besides a book and a rosary in 
her hands, Sarasvati should carry either a vina 
and a lotus or should hold a lotus and exhibit 
varada mudra in her remaining two hands. 
Agni Purana also mentions that the front two 
hands should be exhibited as playing upon a 
vina. 


Sarasvati is usually provided with a 
swan as her vehicle; but in south India, a 
peacock is her vehicle. A Jaina author 
mentions in his book Aradhana Katha Kosa 
that peacock is the vehicle of the Goddess 
Sarasvati or Bharati. 


The handsome female figure carved on 
the ralling pillar of Bharhut may be regarded 
as the earliest known representation of 
Goddess Sarasvati. The figure standing 
gracefully in an upright frontal position 
appearing on a full-blown lotus is shown 
playing ona seven stringed instrument (vina). 
The two armed figure of Sarasvati with a 
Manuscript in her hand has also been 
represented at different other places. One of 
the earliest images of the goddess with a 
manuscript in her hand was discovered from 
Kankali Tila near Mathura. 


In the Gupta period, Sarasvati was 
represented on the reverse side of 
Samudragupta's gold coin. 

R.D. Banerjee makes a study of a 
Sculpture belonging to the 10th century A.D., 
hailing from Khiching in the Mayurbhanj 
district of Orissa. It shows the half-length 
figure of a seven-headed Nagini playing ona 
vina. She is beautifully decorated with 
ornaments and wearing a Karandamakuta. He 
aptly observes that the number of hoods behind 
her head and the type of head dress worn by 
her distinctly prove that she is not an ordinary 


Orissa Review # February / March - 2002 


snake maiden but is a goddess with much 
iconographic affinity to Sarasvati. 


There is a very beautiful two armed 
stone image of Sarasvati belonging to the Pala 
period, in the Asutosh Museum, Kolkata. The 
goddess stands gracefully in the tibhanga 
pose, holding a vina. 


There are a few scluptures of Sarasvati 
with a lute in her hands in Assanz A figure of 
vina-hasta as described in the Agni-Purna is 
found in Tezpur. Another figure of the 
goddess, with a vina held in her two hands 
accross her chest, was recovered from 
Sibasagar. She wears a ratna-kundala, hara, 
girdles and anklets. 


There is a very beautiful image of 
Sarasvati carved out of the blackstone in the 
Dacca Museum. The four armed goddess 
seated on a double petalled lotus in Lalitasana 
with her left leg pendent and placed on a lotus 
is shown playing on a vina with her two front 
hands. 


In the Allahabad Museum, there are 
two scluptures from Jamsot representing 
Sarasvati. Both of them belong to the 12th 
century A.D. One of the scluptures represent 
the goddess standing in the “7ibhanga pose and 
holding a vina. The other sclupture represents 
the goddess seated in the ardhaparyanka pose. 
She carries a vina in her two hands. 


Images of Sarasvati from the state of 
Rajasthan, however, are represented somewhat 
differently. There is a beautiful white marble 
image from Pallu, Bikaner datable to the 
Chauhan period, 12th century A.D. The 
goddess stands gracefully in the tribhanga 
pose on a fully blossomed lotus. She is 
accompanied by two female attendants 
standings on her either side with a vina in her 


hands. A miniature swan, the vehicle of the 
goddess, is found carved on the pedestal. 


Sarasvati, seated and carrying a vina, 
has been represented in the Parsvanatha temple 
at Khajuraho. In the Kandariya Mahadev 
temple, she holds a vina in her first and fourth 
hands and a manuscript and a lotus in her 
second and third hands respectively. Six and 
eight armed images of the goddess have also 
been found at Khajuraho. 


A few more images of Sarasvati, 
probably from Rajasthan are preserved in the 
British Museum. They represent the goddess 
standing in the tribhanga pose holding a 
Tosary and manuscript together with the five 
Jinas cross-legged. The image represents the 
Jaina goddess of learning: The inscribed image 
of Vagdevi, the goddess of speech, is preserved 
in the British Museum, The image bears an 
inscription on its base recording its installation 
in the city of king Bhoja in samvat 1091. The 
jewelled ornaments worn by this image 


include a crown, a necklace, armlets, bracelets 
and anklets. 


Images of Sarasvati from Ghantasala 
in the Andhra Pradesh are perhaps the earliest 
represention in South India, belonging to the 
2nd century B.C. The goddess having four 


hands stands in samabhanga posture. 


The image of Sarasvati from Gada, an 
example of Chalukyan art, is seated in 
virasana having four arms; but unfortunately 


all of them are Missing. Sarasvati from Bagali, 
another Chalukyan specimen is also seated in 
the virasana pose. Here she is conceived as a 
Sakti of Siva 


a and is represented as described 
in the ‘Devimat e Markandeya 


hatmya’ of th 
Purana. Here she holds a Pasa instead of ving, 
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she is holding a pasa and parsu in the upper 
tight hand and an ankusa in the upper left 
hand, the lower hand in varada mudra. Here 


also the goddess is represented as the sakti of 
Siva. 


A beautiful figure of Sarasvati from 
the Brhadesvara temple at Tanjore represents 
her seated in the virasan pose. She is two 
armed, holding a manuscript in her left hand, 
the right hand being broken. She wears a tall 
makuta with a canopied projection, over which 
rises a tree signifying the tree of knowledge. 
The figure of Sarasvati from the Brahadesvara 
temple is large and seated in ardhaparyanka. 
The goddess has two hands, holding a book 
in the left hand, the right one being broken. 


In the Hoyasala art, the ornamentation 
is heavy, elaborate and unrestrained, Sarasvati 
with elaborated features makes her appearance 
Several times on the Hoyasalesvara temple: 
The six-armed dancing image of Sarasvatt 
from Halebid has been considered as the sakt! 
of Siva, holding lotus, rosary, ankusa, pas 
vina and pustaka. She wears'a Jata Makut@ 
and is decked with ornaments. 


The image of Sarasvati playing oe 
vina from Madurai is a specimen of Hr 
Nayaka School of Art. This image is ! 


: ; ; h 
tribhanga Posture, playing on a vina in bo! 
the hands, 
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Right to Information 


The Constitution of India guarantees seven 
Fundamental Rights to its citizens. The right 
to freedom of speech and expression are 
enshrined in Article 19(1). In India, it is now 
seriously considered to give its citizens the 
‘Right to Information’. 


The H.D. Shourie Committee, which 
had been set up to formulate a draft of the 
legislation, submitted its report to the 
Government in 1999. The Shourie report had 
suggested that the legislation be called 
‘Freedom of Information Bill' instead of 'Right 
to Information Bill’, emphasizing on the word 
‘freedom'. The U.S.A has a Freedom of 
Information Act. The Committee had also 
suggested scrapping of the Official Secrets Act 
framed during British Rule. 


: The legislation will have a threefold 
objective: 
(i) To set up a mechanism by which any 
member of the public can seek information; 
(ii) To constitute an appellate authority for 
making complaints, if the information is not 
forthcoming; and 


(iii) Formulating penal provisions for those 
who fail to make the information available. 


The draft Bill submitted by the Shourie 

. Committee was scrutinized and four Cabinet 
Ministers were entrusted with this task. They 
included Shri L. K. Advani, Shri Arun Jaitley, 
Shri Promod Mahajan and Shri Ram 
Jethamalini. Commenting on various aspects 


Tarakanta Mohanty 


on 'Freedom of Information Bill' in a seminar, 
held at New Delhi, the then Law Minister, 
Ram Jethmalini told that the prominent feature 
of the Bill was that it not only guaranteed the 
right to have oral information on an official 
record or to look at them, but even to get the 
certified copy of the same. Information could 
be held back, when it related to national 
sovereignty, public order, security, defence, 
armed forces, and in cases of proceeding of 
the Cabinet and confidential information 
submitted to Prime Minister. 


It has been specifically mentioned that 
every public authority will have to appoint a 
public information officer to deal with the 
request for information and to render 
assistance to a citizen in drafting his/her 
application to acquire information. 


A few years back, the Ex-Chairman of 
the Press Council of India (P.C.1), Justice P.B. 
Sawant, in a seminar on 'The Right to 
Information and the Media' jointly organized 
by the Common Wealth Human Rights 
Initiative (C.H.R.I) and the Department of 
Information, Karnataka Government held at 
Bangalore, said that the crux of the matter is 
that the people have the right to know 
everything that affected their interest, be it the 
Government, the local bodies, public sector, 
the undertakings or even private sector. Justice 
Sawant also made a strong plea to bring private 
sector under the purview of the propdsed 
legislation for right to information. He urged 


the State Governments to enact legislation to 
provide right to information to people taking 
shelter under the provisions in the State List. 
States should follow the model of Tamil Nadu 
and Goa which had their own enactments 


conferring the right to information on the 
people. 


Justice Sawant pointed out that though 
Article 19 (1) (A) of the Constitution 
empowers the rights of expression and speech, 
which included the Freedom of the Press, 
Article 19 (2) lays down restrictions. 
According to him, there was a need to define 


these restrictions imposed by Article 19 (2) 
of the Constitution, 


The Bill was introduced, promising a 
clean and Tesponsive administration based on 
accountability, Openness and 


local bodies, Statutory ai 
companies and corp 
societies and an 
financial assista: 


uthorities, Government 
Orations, CO-Operative 
y other body which receives 
nce from the Government, 


It has furnished a System of first and 
second appeals, on refusal of Supply of the 
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required information. The supply of 
information or its refusal has to be given within 
30days of receipt of application from a citizen. 


Laying down restrictions on the right, 
the Bill stipulates that the officer-in-charge 
may withhold the information, if its disclosure 
will prejudicially affect the sovereignty and 
integrity of the country and affect the center- 
State relations. The information relating to 
confidential records, cabinet papers and the 
details which may affect fair trial or 


adjudication in any tribunal will not be parted 
with. 


The information will be furnished 0” 
payment of a fee to be prescribed by the 
Government. The information may be sought 
from an office where it has originated an 
where its record is normally maintained. 


Tt has provided for penalty, to be 
determined by the disciplinary authorities, ! 
any official fails to furnish information oF 
supplies false information. The punishment 


Will be imposed after an inquiry is made under 
the service rules, 


The Right to Information Bill, whic! 
on be ready in Orissa, will certainly 
ne aspirations of the people. 


will so 
fulfil tt 


Tarakanta Moh; 
Secy. to Gove 
Department, 


anty is Dy. Director (Press) -cum-DY: 


- jons 
™mment, Information & Public Relatio! 
Bhubaneswar, 


mar Mishra, 
3ishnu Prasad Sah 
nat! 


1 Anthon Min; - j 5 
» Shri Bidyadhay esti Rashbehari Mohanty 
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Mission Shakti 
Self Help Groups in Orissa 


A Mission for empowering women through 
promotion of women’s Self Help Groups 
(SHGs) called “Mission Shakti” was launched 
by the Chief Minister of Orissa, on the 
Occasion of the International Women’s Day 
on 8th March 2001. Mission Shakti aims at 
empowering women through formation and 
promotion of one lakh women’s Self Help 
Groups over a period of four years, 2001-2005 
and strengthening the already existing ones by 
federating them. The SHGs would be trained 
for capacity building. Credit linkage would 
also be provided to the Groups for taking up 
some economic activity for generation of 
income, which would enable the women to 
become self-reliant. 


2. The Mission envisages bringing about a 
convergence of the various schemes for 
promotion of women’s Self Help Groups and 
aims at coordinating the efforts of all 
stakeholders engaged in the field of SHG 
promotion, by bringing them under the 
umbrella of Mission Shakti. The stakeholders 
/ partners in the field are NABARD, other 
Banks like SBI, RRBs; Departments like 
Panchayati Raj Department, Scheduled Caste 
-and Scheduled Tribe Development 
Department, Forest Department, the 
Watershed Mission under the Agriculture 


Department, Non Government Organisations 
and Agencies like CARE and UNICEF. 


3. An assessment was made about the number 
of women’s SHGs existing prior to March 
2001. Reports were received about the 
existence of 36,131 such groups with 4,35,310 
members. - 


In this one year of Mission Shakti, 
there have been some significant achievements 
namely; 

(i) 30,408 new women’s Self Help 
Groups have been formed in the different 
districts of the State. 


(ii) More than 4,500 Self Help Groups 
have been credit linked and Rs.6 cr. has flown 
as credit to them. 


(iii) Credit Linkage to SHGs is now an 
agenda in both SLBC and DLCC at the district 
level. A separate sub committee of SLBC for 
Mission Shakti has been constituted. 

(iv) Different types of economic activities 
have been undertaken by these groups, viz, 
piggery, goatery, dairy, PDS outlets, kerosene 
retailer-shops, contracts for labour intensjve 
works, PIAs for Watershed, terracotta and 
pottery, etc. 

(v) Several socially empowering steps 
have also been taken up by these groups. In 


Dhenkanal district, one Self Help Group 
performed the marriage of an orphan girl; in 
Mayurbhanj, one Self Help Group has made 
its members literate. Members of Self Help 
Groups are also Participating in ICDS 
functioning, cleanliness and plantation drives 
and anti-liquor- campaigns. Sidheswari SHG 
of Dhenkanal District is educating illiterate 
adult women of the village. Jeevan Jyoti SHG 
of Kandhamal District has given loan to a 
group member for purchasing a rickshaw for 


her husband, who now earns Rs.2,000/- per 
month. 


(vi) Self Help Groups are being federated, 
In Ganjam district, 23 such federations are 
there, in Nawarangpur district, federations 
have also been formed, one of which, is 
managing a retail outlet for sale of Tribal 


Handicrafts of Nawarangpur district and 
adjoining areas. 


h 
movement including oe Help Group 
nd NGOs, ] 


Agencies, c > State 
Development Corporation NGO. face S 
() Reports have , 


b 
follow ie 
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movement, some old defunct groups have been 
revived. 


(xi) To disseminate best practices in the 
field, the Mission is bringing out a quarterly 
Newsletter entitled Shakti Samachar. A 
booklet in simple Oriya on basics of SHGs 


and some ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ will 
be released soon, 


(xii) The three best SHGs of the State will 
be awarded at the State Headquarters. 


(xiii) Tie up has been made with the Tribal 
Development Cooperatives Corporation of 
Orissa (TDCC) to associate women’s SHGS 
as agents in procurements of Minor Forest 
Produce with payment of commission and 


nat e 
Incidental expenses Over and above th 
procurement price. 


(xiv) Govt. of Orissa is also giving focus 0” 
Pani Panchayat. Efforts are being made to ee 
SHGs within Pani Panchayat and to involY 


them in activities like seed production 
mushroom Cultivation, etc. 


(xv) Smt. Padma Bhotra, a tribal SHG 
leader from Deulia village of Nawarangp™ 
district, was One of the two selected from thé 
State to attend the Republic Day Parade. Her 
SHG has Passed Grade I] test and has got #” 


“woUnh. Of Re.2,5 latch as loan, They hav? 
declared their Village dry. 


Courtesy > Misslop Sj sild 
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Mission Shakti, Women & Ci! 
Development 


Members of Santosima 
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National Youth Policy 


SPEECH OF HIS EXCELLENCY SHRI M.M.RAJENDRAN, 
GOVERNOR OF ORISSA AT THE INAUGURAL SESSION OF 
THE REGIONAL CONSULTATION ON 'NATIONAL YOUTH POLICY' 
ON 5TH FEBRUARY 2002 AT CHANDIGARH, ORGANISED BY 


THE ASIA CENTRE OF THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT 


Ms. Raka Rashid, Regional Director, Ms. Neeru Nanda, Advisor to the U. T.Administrator, 
Dr. Bhagwan Prakash and Ms Shirani Rajapakse of the Asia Centre, Distinguished delegates, 
Members of the Youth Forum and other guests, ladies and gentlemen, 


Let me, at the very outset, compliment the Asia Centre and the Commonwealth Secretariat 
for taking the initiative to focus attention on the role that youth are playing in the development 
process and its potentials both tapped and untapped. This consultation that is taking place here is 
at a very crucial time when many of the Asian countries are still in the process of making or 
remaking National Youth Policies. It is particularly so at this time because empowerment of 
youth has assumed importance when the society is undergoing a revolutionary change in its 
structure, with knowledge society being ushered in and with the role of the youth getting a major 
shift from what its traditional role was to what its future role should be. 


In my presentation, I am going to be quite informal with you. I do not have a prepared 
text but I have jotted down important points. So, if my presentation is not entirely structured, 
you will forgive me for that, but I think you might like it better that I speak in this fashion as it 
will be less of a formal exercise than reading something and going away. 


At this time, perhaps, one would like to know what a National Youth Policy should say 
in a country. I myself was involved at one time in trying to reformulate the National Policy 
which India had laid down in 1988 but then at the highest level it was decided not to do that. But 
now, a new Policy has been drafted and as you know, it is in the process of getting finalised. 
Other countries are in different stages of formulating such a policy. So let us just look at a few. 
aspects of what a National Policy should contain. The most important element of any National 
Youth Policy should be the emphasis it gives on Education, which is so fundamental to the 
entire development process. A study had been made by World Bank Economists -I do not know 
whether Rakha referred to the same one -and this study had concluded that investment in education 
at the primary level turn of 30% and at higher levels 20%. This is pretty good even for a economist 
to accept as a good return on investment. But the problem is, it is over a long period and not 
easily visible and because of that the people's willingness to understand and accept education as 
an investment is lacking. However, Governments have been moving in that direction and as you 
know, in India, now we have moved to make primary education a fundamental right. It throws a 
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primary education but with higher levels of education. The Information Technology revolution 
that we have been talking about, as you may be aware, is hoping to provide jobs to 2.2 million 
professionals by 2008 in India. So our higher education institutions have to rise up to that 
expectation. If we look at the software professionals world wide, today 30% of them are from 
India and I am sure many of the other countries could do just as well. You might ask me, well 
there is a slow down today. Yes, there is a slow down, but slow down is never permanent. These 
ups and downs, we have to understand. But even today, in the slowed down economies of the 
world, the upper end of the spectrum -the technology spectrum -still has very heavy shortage of 
personnel. So, in these days, the youth will have to take account of these burgeoning opportunities 
which are opening up for us. 


The second aspect on which youth policy will have to focus attention is on employment 
which already in a way I have touched on. But I would like to just mention the problems from 
the youth angle. In many of our oriental societies today, age and experience command much 
more respect than youth. As a result of it, the problems of the youth particularly the problem of 
unemployment is not recognised with the same seriousness as some of the other problems are. . 
So much so, youth unemployment is neglected even though in the urban situation among male 
unemployed 80% are youth. Unemployment means loss of self-respect. People lose confidence 
in themselves. On the other hand, if you have an employment it gives a meaningful role, gives 
more self respect, opportunities for intellectual stimulation and your future prospects are 
considerably enhanced. So any Policy for Youth will have to take into account these social and 
economic aspects of employment. 


On health, which is my third concern, already mention has been made about HIV AIDs. 
We have some good experience in India. Dr. Bhaghwan Prakash knows that. Universities Talk 
AIDS Scheme was launched sometime in 1991 and has picked up very well. Youth will have to 
be guided on reproductive health so that they do not fall into pits and get into serious difficulties. 
I would like to add only two other aspects. Youth with disabilities and street children. These 
problems are very much present with us but we have not recognised them and taken remedial 


action as much as we should. 


Let me then move on to social values. Because of constraint of time, I am passing rather 
quickly from one to the other. We have female foeticide. It has to be admitted and even the 
Supreme Court recently came down heavily on sex determination through Ultra-sound tests 
during pregnancy. Dowry is still plaguing many parts of India and I do not know to what extent 
it is prevalent in other Asian countries. I can tell you an interesting example of how a youth 
organisation came down heavily on dowry. I was myself present at one of these places in Rajasthan 
not very far from Delhi, where I had gone some years ago. The youth club of that village had 
done such extraordinary motivational work that they got together all the youth of the village and 
made them take a vow that no one will accept dowry for marriage. And true to the vow taken, no 
body did. What is more, the youth club, also got the money which would have been the dowry 
amount to be given to a common cause and they put up a beautiful school there which I had the 
Privilege of opening. Avoiding dowry is possible if the youth can be adequately motivated. I.am 
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only mentioning this incident so that you will think it is just not all talk, there are people who are 
willing to practice this. 


Another point which requires to be taken note of is now we all recognise that your 
development work is not a unisectoral work. You cannot just have a youth programme ani 
nothing else, but the concerns of the youth will have to be reflected in all development 
programmes. So that way it becomes an intersectoral programme and the approach should be 
multi-sectoral in character and youth concerns built into all development strategies. Youth can 
also be made use of for spreading messages on health care, child care, agricultural production 1 


tural areas and even in adult education -themselves to learn to come back to the main stream an 
to teach others who have missed the main stream. 


ong and vibrant but are also very 
: ; ng to send their cultural materials ” 
different forms into all the developing countries. A UNESC 


rats the Hollywood films alone grossi?8 
ars world wide in 1997, The World Commission on Cultural Developme! 


the last, but perm 
ill have to be not °" 
out ; 

development. That is where ieee Mulla 


Orissa Review # February / March’- 2002 4 


Government, the N.G.Os, the private sector educational Institutions, media, community 
development networks, other civil society organizations and most importantly of the youth 
themselves. Discussions should be held at the widest possible level before a policy is finalised 
with all the inputs and adequate opportunities given to the youth organisations, starting right 
from the youth club at the village level. I do not know whether all countries have this organisation 
but in India, there is an organisation, called the Youth Club in every village, some of them are 
vibrant, some of them are dormant but these and other organisations at other levels do give an 
opportunity for discussing the policy components at these levels. You may come across some 
good ideas but even if you do not, it acts as a good stimulant to the local people and sensitise, 
them to youth policies and youth programmes and ultimately becomes a very strong tool of 
advocacy for youth, because all decision makers at all levels get exposed to the concept and 
importance of youth development. So, I would Jay great emphasis on discussion at all levels. 


I believe you already have a Plan of Action. Plan of Action at the Commonwealth level 
would differ from the Plan of Action at the National Level and sub-national levels. But all Plans 
of Action will have to provide for the kind of consultation that I just now mentioned. There has 
to be, of course a lead agency at the national level whether it be a department or a ministry but it 
should be closely working with the NGOs and representatives of the youth bodies. 


Lastly, I would say that Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) of programmes is very 
important. Every one would pay lip service to it but it is most often forgotten in the actual 
implementation. Monitoring will have to be concurrent monitoring -process monitoring and 
impact monitoring all concurrently going on so that all the time you are able to get a feed back 
on how the programes are faring. That kind of a continuous review will help to make mid course 
corrections, to make refinement in the programmes and if necessary make sometimes even drastic 
changes. There is no point in continuing a programme which you know is not doing well or 
which is not achieving the results which it is expected to achieve. So M&E has a very important 
role to play in programme implementation which we often tend to overlook and I would only 
suggest for your consideration that this may also be built into the Policy that is developed by the 
member countries. 


Let me conclude this address with a few words from Swami Vivekananda, who had been 
a great believer in youth power, and he had felt how ifonly youth could be mobilised for national 
development that would bring about a solid achievement for development and what he said, I 
quote, "Strong, vigorous, believing young men, sincere to the backbone, a hundred such and the 


world becomes revolutionised." 
Thank you, 
Jai Hind. 
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Orissa 
on the move 


reconstruction work. It also sought to ens 
of the acute fiscal crisis, steps have been taken tor 
secure an all round development of the State. 


~ During the last two years, the Government has concentrated its efforts 


in the fields of 
Empowerment of Women 


v Disaster Mitigation v 


v Welfare Measures v Shaping the Future 


In order to pursue rehabilitation and reconstruction 
undertaken by Government agencies and Non-Governme 
I 


; 1 
community to meet the challenges posed by natural disasters, an agency called Orissa State Disaster 
Mitigation Authority (OSDMA) was constituted. To mitigate the suffering of people affected by 
drought and floods the Government took several steps including Supply of diesel jumps, seeds of 
cereals, pulses, etc. at subsidised rates, Operationalisation of non-functioning irr a ee d 
introduction of labour intensive Programmes. To handle drinking 6 sete ie 
areas a new programme called 


water scarcity in the drought-hit 


measures by co-ordinating the work 
nt organisations, and té prepare the 


was launched. 
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Development in the true sense of the term cannot take place without empowering women. 
The Government has therefore launched Mission Shakti, a Self-Help Mission in 2001, the Year of 
the Empowerment of Women. So far, around 30,000 SHGs have been formed. 


Agriculture and Industry have received focussed attention of the Government. Biju Krushak 
Bikash Yojana has been initiated for minor irrigation and lift irrigation to be operated through Pani 
Panchayats. The Lower Indra Irrigation Project has been launched in Nuapada district. A Mission 
for Watershed Management has been constituted to co-ordinate the work of watershed projects. To 
ensure better price for agricultural produce, Krushak Bazars have been opened at several places. An 
innovative scheme called Kalinga Kisan Gold Card scheme has been implemented, providing facilities 
like lower rate of interest, insurance coverage, study tour, etc. to card holders. The process of setting 
up a Mega Oil Refinery at Paradip has been set in motion. Industrial Policy Resolution (IPR), 2001 
has been announced with the objective of making Orissa one of the most preferred’ destinations for 
industrial investment. The Gramsat Pilot Project has brought people and the administration closer to 
each other, With leading software companies setting up their units in Orissa, the State is all set to 
become an information society. Infocity has been established in Bhubaneswar. To provide impetus 
to mineral and other industries in the State, steps have been taken to set up Special Economic Zones 
at Paradip and Gopalpur. 


In the emerging socio-economic order, Orissa finds itsclf on the crossroads of development. 
The road ahead is full of challenges. Recurrent natural calamities and financial crises place obstacles 
in the path of development. However, undeterred by these, the Government led by Shri Naveen 
Patnaik strives to lead the State towards prosperity. On the occasion of completion of two years in 
office, it rededicates itself to the service of the people of the State. 


Disaster Mitigation 


Housing 

# — 1,74,576 individual dwelling units in 14 cyclone-affected 
districts constructed under the Indira Awas Yojana; 44,075 
units under progress. Hudco loans disbursed to 1,09,008 


. . 2 ) » te 
persons for reconstruction of their houses; 1832 houses [aiPiearemens ati aih oe tniecavam dente 
completed by NGOs and donors; 2398 houses are under 


progress. 
® — Rs.272.14 cr. distributed to 20,02,460 persons as house building assistance to repair the houses 
damaged in super cyc!one. 


#  Rs.700 cr. allotted as special house building advance in favour of Government employees 
belonging to flood / cyclone affected areas. 


Multi-Purpose Cyclone Shelters 


# 60 multi-purpose cyclone shelters are being constructed with CMRF and 40 with World Bank 
assistance. 
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Health Institutions 


# ~—_Rs.12.80 cr sanctioned from CMRF for improvement of medical institutions in 128 cyclone- 
affected blocks; work in 140 institutions in progress. 


Cyclone-resistant School Buildings 


9,664 primary school buildings damaged by the super cyclone 
repaired. 4,453 new primary%chool buildings and 367 high 
schools reconstructed and reconstruction of 1058 primary 
schools and 417 high schools nearing completion. All 
reconstructed school buildings designed to serve as shelters 


Sudarshan High School, Chirulei in 


. Gondia block of Dhenkanal district 
during cyclones and floods. constructed out of C.M.R.F. 
Construction of Godowns 


& 


96 godowns in 14 cyclone-affected districts are being constructed for storage of foodstuff. 


Repair of Minor Irrigation Projects 


# — Rs.937 lakh provided for Tepair and restoration of MIPs damaged in flood / cyclone. 
Power Supply : 


# Electricity restored to all the 19,062 affected villages and 6,195 
LI points. 


Food for Work Programme 


& 153.10 lakh mandays generated and 12,55] works completed 
utilizing a sum of Rs.100.69 cr. including 21,968 MT of food- ; 
grains, - o 


- : aiundel 
3 ‘ x Chhatrapur-Basanaputi Road built ul 
ration of Livelih: : 


Food for Work Programme 


dised rates. 


# 19.385 boats and 3 


fishermen. 


~ ? SS 

ee : 7 yrs 
Boats Supplied under PMNRF : Kh 
Mahakalpara 


“lOrissa Review. # February / Marct'- 2002» 


% = Rs.39.76 cr. pad as ex-gratia to the next of kins of 5,328 persons, who he 
cyclone; Rs.64.35 lakh reflec towards payment of ex-gratia to the n ns, 
ho | heir lives in th ls of 206 
Decent 
@ = Programmeo t1 irseries implemented for making saplings of various tree sp 
iS] rees uproo in the supercvclone and to r 
the 
Industry 
@ — Rs.651 lakh sanctioned by IPICOL t industrial units towards rel : for 
reconstt m: Rs.640.71 la iready disbursed. 
# — Rs.255 lakh released by Government of India for construction of worksheds, supply of looms, 
accessories, Margin money of 2,250 weavers. 
Education 
Free text books : pplied to primary, upper primary and high schools of super cyclone affected 


ary schools; students 


areas; teaching and learning materials supplied to primary and upper prima 
of super cyclone affected arcas exempted of paying fees for various examinations. 


World Bank Assistance 

® For -econstruction of roads, irrigation infrastructure, piped water supply, construction of cyclone 
shelters and Agro-service centres work programmed in 622 packages at a cost of 220.95 cr., 
out of which work is in progress in 351 packages at the cost 
of Rs.101.45 cr. 

Roads 


® PWD roads damaged by floods repaired at a cost of 
Rs.10.53 cr. 


Gratuitous Relief 


8 To prevent starvation death, Sarpanchas empowered to 
provide gratuitous relief to the distressed up to 10 days. 


Operation 7 rishna 


8 To combat scarcity of drinking water in drought affected areas of the State, Operation Trishna 


Road Repair 


has been launched. 
SAFER ORISSA 


Law and Order 
® Police force is being modernised with the induction of modern arms ammunitions and 


equipments; Rs.61 cr. earmarked for modernisation. 


; ae ee vill receive 
# Human Rights Cells constituted in all 32 police districts in the State. Such cells in 
complaints regarding cases of human rights violation and inquire into such compla a 
. . ee : u 1 
# = The revised Community Policing Scheme envisaging actual participation of the ce a 
introduced. The public will have a say in management of crime, and law and order situa 
their locality, thereby ensuring devolution of power to the people. 
dea 
# Two new Mahila Police Stations one at Bhubaneswar and another at Jeypore opencd to 
with crime against women. 
sini s to 
# 18 new courts set up to dispose of petty cases; steps taken to set up 61 additional. court 
clear the backlog. 
ss ‘hed to dea 
# India Reserve Battalion, on the pattern of the Central Para Military Forces, established to de 
with the Naxalite menace. 
Gi é ‘ 7 eit . ers 
# Steps taken to contain the Naxalite menace in Malkangiri and Rayagada districts. Police pe 
mecting death while fighting the Naxalites are given a compensation package. Communica ae 
system revamped and VHF sets given to officers.15% of the basic pay given to officers fight 
the menace. 
. ae 7 eas atl 
72 Fast Track Courts set up. First class Judicial Magistrate Courts set up at Barapali in Barag@ 
district and Pattamundai in Kendrapara district, 
Safety Net 
" : coe . F ' 2 eS 
B Rastriya Krushi Bima Yojana" implemented in the State to compensate farmers against val 
of nature. Compensation to the tune of Rs.172.06 cr. disbursed to 5.63 lakh affected farm? 
i i > .Joyell 
11 residential plots at Chandrasekharpur allotted free of premium to the families of Be 
defence personnel who made the supreme sacrifice in the course of Operation Meghdo 
anti-insurgency operations in Kashmir Valley. 
& 


Social Security 


cc 
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World War-II veterans to get 


‘ a 
m F Pension @ Rs.500/- per month; next of kin of 20 defence perso™ 
to get monthly pension of Rs.1275/-, 


1,50,000 beneficiaries under National Old Age Pension 
Scheme added, raising the total umber to 4,93,000, 59 000 


beneficiaries under State Old Age Pension 
ne S 
raising the number to 5,90,000. pe ate 


1,20,000 fishermen insured under Accident Insurance 
scheme. So far, 108 death cases and 7 disabled Cases settled: 
an amount of Rs.39,52,500/- disbur. He 


sed, — it 
Rh rear. Auab! 
foe : ’ } ; Beneficiaries of SOAP at é 
nore National Child Labour Projects in addition to the Baragarh district. 
exsting 16 projects functioning in the State; 
ined | 


ial 
. spor 
SoOAIS tthGler'these'18 aiiiets. 36,390 child labourers admitted to. 644 8P 
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Public Enterprises Reform Programme 


® = A comprehensive Public Enterprises Reform Programme taken up with the objective of 
enhancing efficiency and reducing fiscal burden. The programme is financially and technically 
supported by DFID, UK. An amount of £ 12.3 million already cammitted in the first phase; a 
support of £ 25 million in the 2nd phase expected. 


Voluntary Retirement / Separation Scheme 

@ ~The trauma of loss of jobs in the process of reforms is mitigated by providing severance 
package under VRS/VSS scheme, which is more beneficial to the workers than their normal 
entitlement of compensation under Industrial Disputes Act. 


@ A Social Safety Net Programme launched with the assistance of DFID for the redundant workers 
of State PSUs. 6,226 displaced workers counselled and 1,284 workers trained in different 
trades. 

# Restructuring of Orissa State Road Transport Corporation taken up to make it self-reliant and 
efficient. 

Health and Sanitation 

Infant Mortality Reduction Mission 


% — The Infant Mortality Reduction Mission launched with the goal of reducing the infant mortality 
rate from 97 per thousand live births to 60 per thousand by the year 2005. 


Composite Fitment Centre 


# Koraput has become the first district in the country 
with the establishment of a composite fitment centre 
for the rehabilitation of handicapped persons. Such 
centres are also being established at other places. 


Panchabyadhi Chikitsa 
Under Panchabyadhi Chikitsa scheme launched on Ist ae 
‘ f f the: fi Awareness programme held at the district center 
July 2001, people suffering rom any of the five Jor persons with disabilities at Koraput 


diseases, viz malaria, leprosy, diarrhoea, respiratory e 
infections and scabbies, provided medicines free of cost. 


N.L.E.P. 
# Prevalence rate of leprosy reduced to 9.24 / 10,000 population. 


Health Institutions 


# — Construction of 20 bedded Eye Hospitals, one each in 28 district headquarters hospitals, 


completed. 
# ~~ Regional Diagnostic Centres will be established at SCB Medical College, Cuttack, District 


headquarters hospitals at Baripada and Bhawanipaina. 


Press ET 
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Spinal Injury Centre 


: ie ee ee edical | 
A Regional Spinal Injury Centre, one of the four in the country, established at SCB Med | 
College and Hospital 


# 50 bedded B.SI. hospital is | 
Rourkela, 


being constructed at 


# 2inew piped water supply schemes at the cost Rs.400 
lakh taken up in problem areas of KBK districts; 9 
projects have so far been commissioned 


1ed, 


@ A mega piped water supply scheme with project:cost ‘i 
¢ f c im is . * x She sa : Angul. 
of 668 lakh covering 1] fluoride-affected villages around NALCO commissioned in Ang 
# Pilot Projects on w, 


ater supply at a total cost of Rs.120 cr] 
and Ganjam districts, Rs.33.66 cr released t 


a ee : sore 
aunched in Sundargarh, Balas 
# 19.759 tubewells, 988 Sanitary w 


Senne Te ie : nt. 
0 these districts by Govt. of India in the Ist instalme! 


ells, 103 piped water supply schemes, completed. 
® 1335 NC and 3311 PC habitations Provided with drinking water facilities, 
Sanitation 
eT 


chosen for this campaign. 


Polluti n Abatement cheme 
@ A Pollution Abatement Scheme for Cuttack City, comprising measures for interception and 
€ water. Construction of a Sewrage t 


diversion of wast . tc. a 
> Teatment plan ommunity toilets, © 
4 cost of Rs.684.409 lakh initiated, “nt Plant comy abyited) 
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# Subsidy to Pani Panchayats for the maintenance of canals has been hiked from Rs.35 to Rs.100 
per hectare per annum. 


Biju Krushak Vikas Yojana 

# Biju Krushak Vikas Yojana for creating irrigation potential in 23,840 ha. of land at an estimated 
cost of Rs.1,000 cr. implemented in the State. Under this scheme, Pani Panchayats have been 
entrusted with the maintenance of canals. 


Mission for Watershed Management 


# Mission for Watershed Management, launched. 1860 
watershed projects covering an area of 69,577 ha at an 
expenditure of Rs.2724.40 lakh in operation. 


# For sustainable livelihood development in 4 districts of 
. 5 . . ete S ow Be ws ~—s 
Western Orissa, DFID assisted Western Orissa Rural Jogibandh IWDP Watershed at 
Livelihood Project launched. Rain water harvesting is a key Bangiriposi in Mayurbhanj district 


element of the strategy to redress the scarcity of the drinking 
water in the critical towns. 73 blocks in KBK districts identified to take up 146 Micro Watersheds 
of 500 ha each with a provision of Rs.11.555 cr. over a period of 5 years. 


Agriculture Intensification Programme 


# Agriculture Intensification Programme, an important component of Orissa Water Resources 
Consolidation Project with financial assistance from World Bank, is being implemented in 33 


major and medium irrigation projects spreading over a command area of 3,32,538 ha. in 24 


Agriculture districts through 738 Pani Panchayats. The programme aims at increasing the 
agricultural production through transfer of technical knowhow on crops and water nianagement. 
Private Lift Irrigation Points 
# For the installation of private irrigation points, Rs.20 cr. released as subsidy; 7,769 L.I. points 
installed. 


Krushak Bazars 


# To ensure better price for agricultural produce and to protect farmers from unscrupulous traders, 
36 Krushak Bazars have been set up; 44 more to be launched soon. 


Paddy Nursery Scheme 
% ~~ Under Paddy Nursery Scheme, incentives provided to farmers for the revival of Kharif crop. 
Rs.43.73 lakh disbursed to 20,786 farmers as subsidy, paddy revived in 21,860 acres during 


kharif-2001. 

Kisan Credit Cards - 

# One million 58 thousand Kisan Credit Cards issued to farmers. Orissa occupies the third 
position in the country in the issue of Kisan Credit Cards. 

@ — Rs.31.68 cr. financed to 3,758 farmers holding these cards for purchase of 749 tractors, . i7 
power tillers and 2,792 pumpscts. 
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Kalinga Kisan Gold Card Scheme 


# Kalinga Kisan Gold Card Scheme, the first of its kind in India, 
launched on Akshaya Trutiya, the 26th of April 2001. Card 
holders are entitled to benefits such as loans at a lower rate of 
interest, priority in sanction of loans and a free insurance cover 
for Rs.25,000/- in the event of death / permanent disability due 
to accident. Gold cards supplied to 21,000 farmers so far. 

# To expose the card holders 
Central Rice Research Institu 
OUAT at Chipilima, G.Uda 


Agro Service Centres 
B 


BSii. 


Ra aroute SG 
SEFAVAIGTATSIA ST LI 


to improved farming techniques, study tours to places such as 
tte, Bidyadharpur, Cuttack, Agricultural Research Centres under 
yagiri and Keonjhar have been arranged, 


Agro Service Centres set up in the super cy 


available to farmers, Financial assistance 
upper limit of Rs.2 | 


clone affected areas to make agricultural implements 


amounting to 40% of the project cost, subject to an 
able to each ASC. 195 ASCs have so far been set up. 


2 includes new initiatives such as introduction of self 
lift points, supply ofimproved ragi seeds, in tribal areas 
Orage structures at subsidised rates. 

ni-prone areas 

a Fee ‘ 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

@ 


akh, is made avail 


Work plan introduced during 2001-0 
Propelled paddy reapers, priv: 


ate river 
and construction of low-cost onion st 


% Cotton cultivation in droug} 


promoted; cotton now cultivated in 62,000 hectares: 


< 


Energy and Power Generation 


# Orissa Hydro Power C 
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Fisheries 
& 


# Under assistance to mechanisation programme, subsidy 
provided to the fishermen against their bank loan. So far 
3,558 fishing crafts have been motorised. 


10,188.50 lakh spawn and 1774.12 lakh fry produced. 


The expansion of Bhubaneswar Dairy from 75,000 LPD to 

1.25 lakh LPD completed. 

 =OMFED had diversified its activities from milk and milk 
products by launching Kandhamal brand of turmeric 
powder. An automatic packing unit installed. 


# = 130 Women Dairy Cooperatives organised and 7,923 
women members enrolled. 


Milk Collection at Women Milk ; 


Higher E i : : 
ducation Producers' Cooperative Soceity at 


# F. M. College, Balasore, M.P.C. College, Baripada and Boxnia,Kuchinda. 

N.C. College, Jajpur declared Autonomous Colleges, raising 

the total number to nine. Names of three more colleges - Government College, Bhawanipatna, 
Vikram Dev College, Jeypore and Government College, Phulbani - recommended to the UGC 
to confer autonomous status on them. 


In order to cater to growing need of computer professionals, 15 Government Colleges offering 
computer education under self financing scheme. 


& 


Redressal of Grievances 


# 5,061 out of 6,077 pension cases settled through 14 pension adalats. 


=~ Payment of pension to the retired Government employees on their days of retirement ensured. 


# Jana Sampark Sibirs organised at panchayat level as a sort of single window redressal system 
for interaction with the members of the general public so as to find out their needs and redress 
the same; 59 sibirs have been organised benifiting 53,832 persons. 


# 67 sittings of the Chief Minister's Grievance Cell organised and 15,627 petitions entertained. 
Petitions forwarded to authorities concerned for appropriate action. 


ri Jagannath Vana Prakalpa 


@ Sri Jagannath Vana Prakalpa launched for raising plantation of phasi and other species required 
for making the chariots for the Car Festival of Puri. These species are to be raised over 2,688 
ha. of land. Plantations already raised over 1,000 ha. spread over 7 districts. 


Development of Chilika Lake 
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#  Chilika, the largest brackish water lagoon, received a new 
lease of life with a significant rise in the salinity gradient and 
sediment outflow due to desiltation of the outer channel, 
dredging near Magarmukh and opening of a new mouth, 
resulting in an increase in fish landing and reducing the se 
problems of weed and waterlogging during monsoon; the “—=—— ciiitake 
habitat of the Nalabana Bird Sanctuary improved. 
# Ferry service introduced between Satpada and Jahnikuda. 
Irrigation 
Technical clearance obtained for the irrigation projects -Upper Lanth in Bolangir, Somako! 
and Dhauragoth in Angul, Kanpur in Keonjhar, Ong in Bolangir, Chheligarh in Gajapati, Brutan 
in Nayagarh, Ret and UIIP extension in Kalahandi, Anandpur barrage in Keonjhar, Telang!" 
in Koraput, Dalak in Cuttack, UKP extension in Nawarangpur districts. 
= dies hnical clearance obtained for renovation and modification of Sasan main canal and Salk! 
Irrigation Project. 
B eee potential created over 20,464 ha; potential for Minor Irrigation created overt 9,022 
a. 2 
2 486 new LIPs set up Over an ayacut area of 12,888 ha. 
Excise 
8 T 
© check illicit liquor and generate more revenue New Excise Policy implemented 
& 


arba Sikshya Abhiyan 
& 


wholesale distribution an 


‘ d sale of 1 3 : 
liquor in Orissa. 


-M.F.L. and country 


District Primary Education Pro 

; : ao gramme, at 
implemented in 8 districts, has been Tevitalised DEID hes 
now sanctioned 45.210 milli a 


14 non-DPEP districts are now b i x 
RS.68.45 or. eing covered under Sarba Sikshya Abhija 


30,000 primary school teachers, each given Rs.500/- 


soap aide 
annually for preparation of learning ® 
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Adult Literacy Programme 


& 


& 


e 


Adult literacy programme is being implemented through total literacy campaign, post-literacy 
programme and continuing education centres. Approval of Government of India for 
implementation of CEC project in Kalahandi, Bolangir and Rourkela received. 


720 new primary schools and 620 alternate schooling centres opened in existing DPEP districts. 
741 CRC buildings, 20 BRC buildings, 63 new school buildings, 73 buildings for buildingless 
schools and 223 additional class rooms completed in 8 DPEP districts. 

Steps taken for engagement of 12,623 para teachers (Swechha Sevi Sikshya Sahayaka) under 
Operation Black Board and DPEP programmes; so far 8,734 para-teachers have been engaged. 
50 schools adopted as ‘laboratory schools' te monitor and regulate television and audio 


programme. : 
4,950 CTV sets and 53,112 RCCP sets supplied to primary schools. : 


Computer Literacy Programme ° 
® Quality Computer Literacy Programme under e-school project introduced in high schools 


with the help of reputed private sector computer firms. 


Ninad 


cd 


Biju Patnaik Awards L 
# Biju Patnaik Bravery Award has been instituted for extraordinary courage and gallantry. 


# Biju Patnaik Award for outstanding performance in sports and games instituted. | 
' # = ~ Supercyclone affected Orissa Tourism badly. But due to 
aggressive campaign by Tourism Department, Orissa staged 
an impressive comeback and registered an upward trend in 
terms of tourist arrival. ‘ ; 

# — To mark the completion of 100 years of scientific conservation re ee | 
of the Sun temple at Konark, an All India Poet's Meet organised Release of ree postage i 
and a commemorative postage stamp issued. 

# The long pending tourism complex at Sipasarubali is being expedited. 

# Orissa has been positioned as a destination for business tourism. A number of national | 
conferences held, giving a fillip to tourism and handicrafts. | 

# = Weekly cultural programmes introduced in the Open Air Auditorium, Konark, IG Park, | 

5 


A massive village level campaign called ‘Ninad’ launched to empower the community and to 
mobilise their support for achievement of maximum enrolment and retention of “children in 
primary schools. 


Bhubaneswar and Mahodadhinivas, Puri every Saturday and Sunday. 


& 


& 


& 


e 
Bt 


“@ 


& 
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Orissa Tourism Promotion campaigns organised at Kolkata and New Delhi. Orissa Tourism 
participated in tourism fairs and festivals like WTM-London, IITM Bangalore, SATTE -Jaipur, 


STTE, TTF and IATO -New Delhi, TTF -Kolkata, TAAI -Agra, TAAI-Mumbai and Trade 


Response, Bhubaneswar. Orissa Tourism stalls were adjudged the best in Delhi, Kolkata, 
Bhubaneswar. : . 


17 project proposals and fairs and festivals of Orissa 
Tourism prioritised by the Government of India for 
financial assistance at a total cost of Rs.506.50 lakh. 


A motor launch stationed at Chandbali for 
Bhitarakanika. 


) 
In order to promote health tourism, Ayur Clinic, a joint 
venture project of OTDC and Kerala Ayurveda 
Pharmacy Ltd. opened at Bhubaneswar. 


As a part of privatisation policy, 
leasing out of 15 more units. 


Ayur Clinic at Panthaniwas, Bhubaneswar 


7 Tourism units leased out and arrangement finalised for 


Heritage Protection 


Preservation and protection of 426 monuments completed. 


Installation of Statues 
. 


Statues of Utkal Gouray Madhusudan Das, Utkal Keshari Harekrushna Mahtab, and Ex-Chief 
Minister, Nabakrushna Choudhuri installed in Bhubaneswar. The statue of Biju Patnaik will 
be unveiled at Forest Park, Bhubaneswar on 5th March 2002, 


ial Economi Zones 
Government of India h 
Paradip, which would 


her Special Economic Zone at Gopalpur. 
opment of Gopalpur port is in progress. 

& Up an inte 
anhal Interna 


Expansion and devel 


An MOU for settin 


rated pe i 
IPICOL and AL M grated petrochemica 


| complex at Gopalpur signed betwee? 


tional Group of Abu Dhabi. 
Town Planning 


10 towns- Anand 
Rajg: 


’ 


pur, Soro, Barapali, Balasore Aska, Banki ie : aol, 
angpur - brought under the IDSMT scheme, » Banki, Karanjia, Kesinga, Balug 


Communications 


et 


& 


Eastern India R finery Project 


® The land acquisition for the 9 millio 


Industrial Policy Resolution 2001 


e 


S 
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438 km. Gopalpur -Raipur state road passing through the tribal districts of the State declared 
National Highway No.-217, thus increasing the total length of NH in the State from 2,752 km 


to 3,150 km. 

Improvement of Duburi-Tamaka Road, Thuamul Rampur - Kashipur Road and Patnagarh - 
Tikarpara Road in progress. 

15 bridges completed and opened to traffic, 27 bridges structurally completed with NABARD 
assistance. 41 bridges are in different stages of construction. 


NABARD loan of Rs.79.5 cr. arranged for completion of 27 bridges and improvement of-17 
roads under RIDF-VI and VII. 
Construction of 26 bridges completed, by Works Department, construction of 54 bridges under 


progress. 
Provision for Rs.93.89 cr. made for construction of 16 bridges and 84 stretches of roads out of 
Central Road Fund Scheme; an amount of Rs. 16.47 cr. sanctioned for Jeypore-Motu-Malkangiri 


road and Bisoi-Tiringi-Rairangpur road under E & I Scheme 
k-topped standard, 384 kms. of earthern and morrum roads 


295 kms of roads improved to blac 
and 383 culverts have been completed. 


to metal roads, 223 kms of earthen roads to morrum roads 


40 bridges, including 5 in KBK districts, completed at a cost of Rs.21.17 cr. 


An inland container depot, third in the eastern region and the first in Orissa, commissioned at 


Balasore. 


13 new RTO offices are being opened to improve the delivery of transport services. 


The railway network is going to be strengthened with the construction of the proposed 289 km 
long Khurda Road-Bolangir new broad gauge link, Daitant-Bensapan! ae km), Haridaspur- 
Paradip (82 km), Lanjigarh Road-Junagarh (55 km) lines. Doubling of Cuttack-Paradip rail 
line, Titlagarh-Lanjigarh road and conversion of Rupsa-Bangiripos! rail line are in progress. 
Government of India has been moved to declare 163 km Sambalpur- Rourkela, 297 km Khurda 
-Bolangir, 313 km Berhampur -Koraput, 100 km Phulnakhara -Puri, : 208 km Jeypore -Moto, 
82 km Cuttack -Paradip and 49 km Puri-Satpada Road as National Highways. 


n metric tonne per annum Mega Oil Refinery Project at 
on has been handed over to Indian Oil Corporation. 


! 


Paradip is completed and the possessi 


In order to make Orissa one of the most preferred destinations, Industrial Policy Resolution, 
2001 adopted, which spelsout innovative ideas like single window clearance, Land Bank 
Scheme, interest subsidy and Orissa Investment Centres. 
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CARING ORISSA 


Pro-poor Initiatives 


Indira Awas Yojana 
& 


2,12,849 IAY houses including those in cyclone affected areas 
constructe¢; 20,810 houses in IAY upgraded. 


nnapurna Scheme 
& 


TAY house at Sundarpur in Ganjam 
Old and destitute senior citizens of above 65 years, eligible district 


3 . ; to 
under NOAP or SOAP, are now eligible to be selected under this scheme. Each is entitled 
get 10 kgs. of rice free of cost e 


i 
very month. 64,800 senior citizens, selected through Pa 
Sabhas, have been benefited. 


Antyodaya Anna Yoiana 


# = Each of 5,05,500 poorest of the 
special subsidised Tate, i.e. whea 
of beneficiaries are done throu: 

ile Van 


poor households getting 25 k: 
tat Rs.2/- and rice at Rs.3/- 
gh 'Palli Sabha’, 


a 
gs. of food grains per we 
per kg. Selection and identifica! 


/ jal 
® 135 Mobile Vans have been deployed in ITDP and DPAP areas for providing essentia 
commodities to the people 
. L 
@ Bp 143 ITDP / DPAp blocks 16 kg of rice per family per month @ Rs.4.75 supplied to BP 
amilies. ‘ : 


Emergency Feeding Programme 


# = Old, infirm and indi 


Sent persons 
under the scheme en 


Provided cooked food in the KBK districts. The cover? 
hanced to 2 lakh, 


rers in 83 scheduled sinployment, sea ap ae 
and Rs.80/- per day Tespectively, ir aya re 
i ily Benefit Sch me 
# Under the scheme a lumpsum assistance of Rs.10,000/- 
of death of the Primary bread winne 


ent 
Provided to BPL families in the &% 


r. 23,210 families so far benefited. 


Site! 
nds provided to 38,5 ili ich inélu ‘ 
cen | 598 families, Which inéludes 15,416 from ST and 10 

lus Land and Waste |, 
“gat © Land 


103.22 acres of Ceilin 


from SCs., & 3,676 fro 


& Surplus Land distrit : F 6 
m STs, antes among 8,564 beneficiaries including 
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Pradhan Mantri Rojagar Yojana 
# ~~ Rs.5,108.87 lakh disbursed in 8,496 cases; 11,678 employments generated. 


Rural Employment Generation Programme 


| % 591 persons financed by Khadi and Village Industries; 1,634 
| employments generated. 


Jawahar Gram Samruddhi Yojana 


# 362.49 lakh mandays under Jawahar Gram Samruddhi 
Yojana and 316.59 lakh mandays under EAS generated. 


Swarna Jayanti Gram Swarojagar Yojan é 
Laxmipur Gram Panchayat Office in 


# Assistance given to 1,19,366 beneficiaries. Chhatrapur block constructed under JGSY 


. : : ; and JSY 
Swarna Jayanti Sahari Rojagar Yojana 


# 8.944 beneficiaries assisted under self -employment programme; 9,634 trained in skill 
development. Useful public assets created by utilising 18.82 lakh mandays; 1,904 community 


groups formed. 

Operation Black Board 

%# 4,943 schools completed. 

Enrolment of Disabled Children 

# 17,714 disabled children enrolled im primary schools; 3,196 aids and appliances distributed. 


Kendu Leaf Price Hiked 
% Purchase price of kendu leaf hiked from 16 paise per kerry to 20 paise; an incentive of further 
1 paise per kerry introduced this year. 


# A welfare scheme introduced for providing assistance to kendu leaf workers in case of sickness 
and death. 


Minor Forest Produce 

# Trade right of 68 items of minor forest produce transferred to Panchayati Raj Department. 
Cess/royalty on these items abolished. 

Conversion of Forest Villages to Revenue Villages 

# — Steps taken to convert forest villages, where tribals, harijans and other landless persons settled 
prior to 1980, to revenue villages. 

Prohibition of Transfer of Tribal Land to Non-Tribals 


| = — The bill for amending certain provisions of the Orissa Scheduled Areas Transfer of Immovable 
Property (by Scheduled Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Orissa Regulation 2 of 1956) has been sent 
for Presidential assent. This would solve the major problems confronting the tribal land in 


Scheduled Areas of the State. 


SS -— 
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Constitution of Task Force 
& 


To look into the problems of the STs of tribal dominated districts of Gajapati, ae 
Malkangiri, Rayagada and Nawarangpur and solve them as quickly as possible, a Tas ite 
constituted and a state-level high power committee constituted to guide and supervis 
Task Force. 

Development of SCs and STs 


Tribal Museum 


# A tribal museum at a cost of Rs.187 lakh constructed at 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research 


and Training 
Centre, Bhubaneswar, 


Tribal Museum, Bhubaneswar 


Model Fair Price Shop 


# Essential commodities such as salt, tea, etc. 
areas. 114 G.P.s already started selling both } 


Mobile Model Fair Price Shop 


s 4 Bs ; ae ile 
#@ ~ Essential commodities such as salt, tea etc. are.sold in 321 G.P.s in tribal areas through mob 
vans. 


Income Generating Schemes 


Ets , ‘ ; : tt gel as. 
#  1,17,587 STs beneficiarics assisted under various Income Generating Schemes in tribal are 
tal Connectivit 


‘n tribal 
are being sold in 400 grampanchayats in triba 
PDS and non-PDS items. 


@ 72 Rural Connectivit 


Model Tribal Schools 
& 8 model schools 


nodel in Sundargarh, Ma urbhanj, K 
Gajapati and Koraput dist i ones 


Ticts established, 
Girls! Hostels 


® 380 ST Girls' 
to 1] i 


Yy Projects completed in KBK districts, 


ut; 
njhar, Phulbani, Rayagada, NawarangP 


Scholarship 


& 


Pre-matric and Post- i i 
ON rie We te Scholarships awarded 


Milas 3618 SC Students, 
Distribution f Nati mali d Text Bo ks 
: § 


& 


Pilsen trae hoe 
ST Girls' Hostel, Koraput 


: ud 
In order to INCrease retent: ents. 


iA tribal languages ana teachers hana ore in Schools, 6 triba 
a : 


ne Primers deve 


Ses paris 
I primers, 6 picture dictiO 
loped. 


Establishment of Grain Banks 
# 211 Grain Banks established in remote rural tribal pockets; 110 are in progress. 


Drinking Water Supply 


# To prevent fluorosis, fluoride free drinking water scheme commissioned at Karlakote in Nuapada 
district at a cost of Rs.89 lakh. 
Electrification 
# 40 tribal bastis electrified. 
cati ntee e 


# The local people can demand to establish a school where a formal primary school is not 
justified as per norm and where is no primary school within a radius of one km. The number of 
children to be enrolled in the age group of 6-14 should * 4 
be at least 20 (15 in case of tribal areas). 


EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN 
# A Self Help Mission for empowerment of women in 


Orissa was launched in 2001, the Year of 
Empowerment of Women. Around 30,000 new SHGs Pet 


formed; bank credit to the tune of Rs.6 cr. extended to Lankeswari Mahila Mandal, Kalahandi 
5,600 groups during 2001-02. 

Kishori Shakti Yoj 

# — Kishori Shakti Yojana introduced with an aim of improving the health and nutrition of adolescent 
girls. 


lika i Yojan 
# — To bring about a positive attitude from the girls child,Balika Smruddhi Yojana introduced to 
provide assistance to the parents belonging to BPL households @ Rs.500/- upto two girl children, 
born after August 15, 1997. . 


DS Project: 
# 27 new ICDS projects operationalised; feeding began in all the new 3,243 Anganwadi centres. 
18 more ICDS projects sanctioned. 


Comptia : ) 


# To monitor the problems of sexual harassment of women at work places a Complaints -|— 


Committee with a lady officer as chairperson set up at each district, headquarters; a Complaints 
Committee has also been set up in the Secretariat under the chairpersonship of the seniormost 


lady LAS officer. 


Women Dairy Project 


# — Women Dairy Projects launched in districts of Ganjam and Gajapati with a an ca ee, 
of Rs.216.4 lakh. Projects in Balasore and Bhadrak at a project cost of Rs.311.51 lakh sa 
second phase of Women Dairy Project in the undivided Sambal 
Rs.2339.86 lakh also sanctioned. 


SHAPING THE FUTURE 
Gramsat Pilot Project 


+ — Under Gramsat Pilot Project, all 30 district headquarters and 50 block headquarters have been 


linked with the state headquarters in an interactive mode for one way video and two way au 


communication. Eventually all 314 blocks of the State and 800 G.Ps in KBK districts will be 
connected. 


Computerisation of Land Records 


# Computerisation of land records taken up in 139 Tahasils 


Computerisation of Registration Office 


eaieats s 
# With a view to supply copies of the documents to public without delay, Registration office 
are computerised. The district Sub-Re 


gistrar office, Khurda has already been computerised. 
Modernisation of Transport Department , 


® Transport administration is 
it customer-friendly. Ste 
computerisation of all bor 


State Government Website 


ee 


pur district at a project cost 


; data entry completed in 115 Tahasils. 


J : ‘ ‘ F ke 
being modernised by introducing E.Governance in order to m2 


PS are taken for introduction of Smart Card technology 2” 
der check gates and RTO offices. 


Government. 


= pa a 

Data Commuication Facility Centre | y 
# A STP] Data Commu 

established at Rourkela, 


ication Facility Centre 


Pl, 
Second International Gate-way at sm? 


Bhubaneswar 
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the Secretariat including Rajiv Bhavan has been initiated by OCAC. 


Facility Centres 


# — To tap employment opprotunities in IT sector at international levels, 3 training centres called 
facility centres of OCAC one each at Burla, Berhampur and Rourkela set up. 


Infocity 

# =~ An IT park named Infocity, covering 
an area of 205 acres, established at 
Bhubaneswar; it has world-class 
infrastructure and communication 
facilities to attract software 
companies. Major software houses 
including INFOSYS and SATYAM 
have set up their units in it. 


# Centre for IT education (CITE) em a Ad 
established to provide quality aS Iivecity, Blu aie 
computer education to young graduates. 


AJI RE BERED 


Janakinath Bhavan, Oriya Bazar, Cuttack . 
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Hon'ble Minister for Revenue, Law, Fisheries & Animal Resources 
Development, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan offering floral 
tributes to Veer Surendra Sai on his birth anniversary observed 
at Soochana Bhavan, Bhubaneswar on January 22,2002. 


- BGECOER aIoigaia <a Geq 


OI 9-0-9009, 990 Gall 9:00 


Hon'ble Minister, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan, Shri Prasanna Kumar Patsani,M.P., 
Shri Pradeep Kumar Maharathy, Government Chief Whip, Shri Suresh Kumar Routray, 
MLA and Shri Rahas Bihari Nayak, Director, Information & Public Relations Department 
at the death anniversary of Buxi Jagabandhu observed at Soochana Bhavan 

on January 24, 2002. 
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Patnaik With the 
25, 2002. 


children, 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik receiving the mortal 
remains of Shri Aurobindo at Biju Patnaik airport on January 27, 
2002. Hon'ble Minister, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan and 
Shri Debashis Samantaray, MLA are also present. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, giving away:an award to the reputed 
announcer of AIR, Shri Sankarsan Mangaraj on the occasion of the 55th foundationday of 
the Akashvani, Cuttack on January 28, 2002. Director of Akashivani, Cuttack, Shri Abhay 

Padhi and Addl. Director of Information & Public Relations Department, Shri BiB. Mokanty 
are present. : 


cum-Secretary of the 
are present. 


inister fo 
Missioner. 


yo 
out! 
Tourism, Shri Bijayshree R 
Cum-Sec¢. 


n 

‘ an @ 
retary, Shri R. Balakrishn . 
others are Present, 


(iv) 


His Excellency Shi 
| Shri J.S. Verma, National Human Rights Commissioner, 
on January 30, 2002. 


Pe 


Naveen Patnaik enquiring about the condition of the 
linder explosion undergoing treatment at the Capital 
anuary 26, 2002. Shri Sushil Kumar Pradhan, DIG 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri 
victims of the balloon gas cy 


aes war on J : 
Hospital Sine (Police) Bhubaneswar 1s present. 


(v) 


WTO - CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 


With Specific Reference to Agriculture 

se 31 St-January 2002 issa 

nised py: Dept. of Agriculture, Govt of or 
ond MANAGE Hyderabad 


Hon' 
ic 
Agriculture Prod 

on"WTO-¢ 


le Chief Minis' 
ulture, Shri Am 


ter, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon'ble Minister of State for 
ar Prasad Satapathy, Chief Secretary, Shri D.P. Bagchi, 
luction Commissioner, Shri S.C. Hota at the seminar 
hallenges and Opportunities" on January 31, 2002. 


Wi) 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik launching the book, Ama Jatisangha 
published by Jnanamandal Foundation on February 02, 2002. Shri Ajit Kumar Tripathy, 
Principal Secretary, Finance, and others are present. 


‘ple Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon'ble Speaker, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar, 
Hon'ble Ministers, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan, Shri Surendranath Naik, 


Hon 


Dhali, Shri Amar Prasad Satapathy and Shri Suresh Kumar Routray,MLA 


Shri Arabinda 
at the death anniversary of Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das. 


(vii) 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, 


Gram Sadak 


Shri Naveen Pa 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik at Beating the Retreat ceremony at 
Bhubaneswar on January 30, 2002. 
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Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating Adibasi Mela at the 
Exhibition Grounds, Bhubaneswar on January 26, 2002. Hon'ble Minister for SC & 
ST Development and Minorities and Backward Classes Welfare, Shri Mangala Kisan 
is also present. 
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Patnaik, Hon'ble Speaker of Orisse am 

Assembly, Shri Sarat Kumar F and 

Ministers, Shri Surendranath per. inh 

Duryodhan Majhi observing * gem q 

memory of martyrs in the 7002. 
premises on January 30, 


UTKAL GOURAYV MADHUSuD 
REMEMBERED 
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 
Patnaik and other dignitaries paying floral 
tributes to Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das 
On the occasion of his death an 


i February 4, 2002, 
ara SNS 


Al 


niversary on 


